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jL he vicinity of Haftirigis abounds with 
the moll delightful walks and rides, the en- 
trances are remarkably numerous, and it is 
impoffible to feledt any road that does not 
lead to fome fcene of rural amufement : the 
lands are as beautiful as extenfive, and the 
fea exhibits a continual round of passing 
variety* 

The Hop Gardens, Bohemia, the Old 
Roar*, BexhilU Pevenfey^ Broomham Park^ 
Winchelfea, Rye, Beauport, Alhburnham, 
Crowhurft, Battle Abbey, &c. &c. &c. all 
have charms to pleafe the inquifitive mind, 
or curious or plodding eye. 

^ One circumftance muft, above all others, 
render Haftings dear to thpfe who have a 

* A catarad in the v middle of a -thick wood, which 
falls perpendicularly fron\^^a rocky precipice, about 40 
feet. 

B regard 
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2 HASTINGS GUrDE. 

regard to morality — Vice has not yet eredled 
her ftandard here ; — the numerous tribe of 
profcffional gamblers, unhappy profligates, 
and faihionable fwindlers find employment 
and rapine elfewhere. Innocent recreational 
delight, card afTemblics, billiards, riding, 
walking, reading, fifliing, and other modes 
of paflime banifti care from the mind, 
whilft the falubrity of the atmofphere im- 
pels difeafe from the body. 

The fociety of Haftings arc gay without 
profligacy, and enjoy life without mingling 
in its debaucheries. 

The town of Hastings is fituated upon 
the fea-coafl: near the eafl:ern extremity of 
the county of Sufl'ex, in 50' 50' 34f N. Lat. 
and 0° 37' E. Longitude, and diftant 64 
miles from London. It is the chief of the 
Cinque Ports, and, as fuch, enjoys a num- 
ber of particular privileges. 

Some account of their origin, as given by 
Camden, Jeake, and ethers, will be accept- 
able to many readers. 

oRiGiisr 
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ORIGIN OF THE CINQUE PORTS. 

Of what antiquity the five ports (com- 
monly called the Cinque Ports) and two an- 
cient towns are, when enfranchifed, or . at 
what time their members were annexed to 
them, is not mentioned with any degree of 
certainty; but, according to Lord Coke, it 
appears that Dover, Sandwich, and Rom- 
ney, were the ports of fpecial note before 
the Conqueft ; and to make the fiye, Wil- 
liam the Conqueror added to them Haftings 
and Hythe; and afterwards were annexed 
thereto, the two ancient towns of Winchelfea 
and Rye. 

Lord Coke concludes them all alike en- 
franchifed and privileged -, and though Haft- 
ings got the precedency of the elder Kentifli 
ports, and is named before, and fits above 
them, yet it was not becaufe elder than they, 
or of greater immunities or grandeur, but 
either by fome prenomination in the charter, 
or confirmation of King William or his fuc- 
ceflbrs, or elfe from the refpedt the King had 
to Haftings, on account of the kindnefs and 
B 2 free 



4 HASTINGS CU1D£. 

free reception he there met with at his firft 
landing in England. But it feems they had 
fbme title to that pre-eminence ; for in the 
fervice to Yarmouth, the town of Haftings 
found two bailiffs to any of the others one, 
and paid double the allowance of any of the 
other towns. 

The word cinque neceflarily denotes there 
are but five ports, under which term are 
comprehended the ancient towns, and the 
members annexed to the faid ports and towns* 
Thofe that pafs by the appellation of the 
Cinque, or five ports, and include the reft 
that enjoy like privileges with them, arc 



f Hnflings in Suffex. 

\ Dover, "\ 

Cinque Ports. I ^^^tLy, [ « ^-^^ 

V. Hythe, J 

Ancient Towns. J \\^rncbelfca, } i*^ Suffex. 



They are fometimes called the ports, no other 
ports in England having had fuch large pri- 
vileges, or can equal the antiquity of their 
grants and confirmations, or have been fo 

eminent 
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eminent for the fervices they have at various 
times performed. 



', iftrhich are corporate, and which 



^^Hie jjpillk0kt^g table fliews the members 



Members 

corjjorate - 

to 



Members 

$ '*' , not 
.^\ ' #Frporate 

"^w . . ' .' Haftings. 

s' « .'J *' Members 
not 



Haftings, 

New Romney, 

Dover, 

Sandwich, 
Rye, 

Bulverhythe, 



C Pevcnfey, 
t Seaford 
Lydd. 



f Folkftone, 



Feverftiam 

Fordwich 

Tentjyrdei 



■.■4 

:n, J 



in Suffex. 



in Kent. 




in Suflex, 



in Kent, 



corporate to 1 Dengemarfh, 
KewRonmey. v. Ofwardflone, 

Member not 
corporate 
Hythe 



PromehiU, la Sufiez and Kent. 
Old Romney, 



} 



in Kent. 



not 1 

eto > 

J 



Members 

not 
corporate 

to 
Dover. 



Wcfthcatb, - - 

Margate, y 
St. ^hn's, 
Gorefend, 
Burchington Wood 

aliasWoodchurch, 
St. Peter's 
Kingfdowne, 
Ringwoid, 



- in Kent. 



in Kent. 



BS 



Members 



Merabfirs 
not 
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Deal, 



to . 
Sandwich. 



( 



Deal, N 

Walracr, J 

RamfgatCy ( 

Stoner, j 

Sare, 1 

Brigbtliogiea, J 



corporate ^ Sfon^"^'^' > in Kent. 



Of the members, Seaford only fends burgcffcs 
to Parliament. Of many of the others, as 
Bulverhithe, Petit Iham, Hydney, Old 
Romney, Dengemarfh, &c. there are now 
little or no remains. 

Of vvhatfoever ftanding the ports and an- 
cient towns are, it muft be prefiimed th» 
members are of later date ; and though it is 
not certain how long they have been annexed 
to their refpedtive ports, or incorporated, 
as fome of them are, yet it is plain they are 
not all of equal Itanding, for Tenterden was 
not united to Rye till the 27th year of the 
reign of Henry VI. An. Dom. 1449; nor 
does it appear that Dengemarih was a mem- 
ber of Romney in the reign of Henry I. 
for in that reign, a fhip being wrecked 
within the precind:of that liberty, the King's 
officers would have feized it for his ufe -, but 
Gaffray, then Abbot of Battle, claimed it 

as 
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as the property of the Abbey, by virtue of a 
grant from William the Conqueror, who, 
among other immunities, had endowed Bat- 
tle. Abbey with the wreck of the fea falling 
in Dengemarlh ; and Henry I. valuing his 
father's grant, yielded the matter wholly to 
the Abbot's own courtefy. 

It appears that, for and in confideration 
of the great fervices which the five ports, 
by their fleet and armies, rendered the king- 
dom, during the invafions of the Danes, and 
other troublefome times, they were firft en- 
franchrfed by Edward the Confeflbr; and in 
the reign of Edward I. they had their Char- 
ter of Confirmation, by which they were 
made free de toto venditione achato et reacbato^ 
which was upwards of 99 years before the 
city of London had their Charter, of foreign 
bought and foreign fold. 

The fame Charter confirms all the liber- 
ties and freedoms enjoyed by the Cinque 
Ports before that period; exempts them 
from all duties on wares and merchandize 
bought or fold; enables them to buy and 
B 4 fell 
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fell openly in any corporation or privileged 
place, without being bound to the ufe of 
brokers or other freemen of fuch place ; em^ 
powers their fifliermen to land on the quay 
at Great Yarmouth, deliver their herrings 
freely all the fiihing feafon, and to mend 
^nd dry their nets upon marfh-lands there, 
yet called the Dennes, (from the word Jen^ 
ufed in the charter, Signifying to mend and 
dry nets), for which purpofe, the ports for- 
merly fent certain men as their bailiffs, to 
fuperintend and decide all differences that 
might arife during the herring feafon. But 
the fifhing trade increafing, and becoming 
profitable, and the town of Great Yarmouth 
increafing fo as to procure a government by 
a portrieve, or bailiff, (which it had in the 
time' of Edward I.) frequent dilputes arofe 
between the portrieve and the ports bailiffs : — • 
the former, being jealous of the privileges 
the latter pofTeiTed, endeavoured to curtail 
them, fo that the ports were often obliged 
to complain to their Sovereigns for redrefs ; 
notwithftanding which, they were fome- 
times fufferers by the outrage and violence 
of the people and their head ofBcerSt In one 
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of thefe affrays, a port bailiff was, by one 
of their bailiffs, killed, for which he was 
hanged; and the town, as a badge of pu-r 
nifhment, yet pays a certain number of her-^ 
rings yearly to .Windfor Caftle, or a fum 
of money in lieu. 

The ports are likewife exempt from any 
attendance at the (hire or county court, and 
other courts holdcn for the county, as alfo 
from attendaace at, or fervice to the bun^ 
dred courts. 

The Barons of the Cinque Ports, and two 
ancient towns, have the honour of bearing 
the canopies over the King and Queen at 
the coronation, and to dine with the King 
on that day, when they fit at the firfl: table 
on the King's right hand. The canopies, 
with the ftaves and filver bells, become after- 
wards the property of the Cinque Ports, 
Formerly the Barons of Haftings and its 
members claimed and had one canopy with 
the Aaves, bells, and all its appurtenances, 
to their fole fhare; whilft the reft of the 
pprts and their members had only the other 

canopy 
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canopy with its appurtenances, M diifide 
among them all. But now the ports divide 
equally. At that time the Barons of Haft- 
ings were wont to give the canopy cloth to 
the Church of St. Richard of Chichefter, 
and the Barons of the other ports gave their's 
to St. Thomas a Becket, in Chrift Church, 
Canterbury. 

The following is the anfwer of John Duke 
of Norfolk, High Steward of England, in 
the reign of Richard HI. to the claim of 
the ports for the honour of bearing the ca- 
nopy, as belonging to the ports time out 
of mind. 

" It is confidered that the Barons of the 
** Cinque Ports, according to their claim, 
'* be admitted to do their fervice, viz. to 
** bear the filk cloth fuftained by four ftaves 
** filvered over, with little filver bells gilded, 
" over the King and Queen in the day 
** of their coronation ; and after the fervice 
" performed, to receive and have the fame 
** cloths with their appurtenances aforcfaid, 
^* as their accuftomed ftcs, and alfo to fit 

'' the 
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•* the fame day at the principal table at the 
'' right fide of the hall." 

All thieves and felons of the preciiids of the 
ports, taken out of them, fhall be brought 
back, and there tried and judged. 

Ports-men are not obliged to ferve at 
affizes or in juries, out of the ports, againft 
their will, notwithftanding they may poflefs 
lands out of the precindts of the ports. 

Ships and other veflels belonging to the 
ports, might enter any of the King's havens 
or harbours, come to anchor, or lie aground, 
w^ithout being fubjeft to the payment of any 
dues or cuftoms. 

By the charter of Richard II. all fines 
and penalties for trefpafles, milprifons, extor- 
tions, confpiracies, and all other ofiTences 
whatloever, that in other parts of the king- 
dom go to the King, are granted to the 
ports • 



The 
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The ports have the power of trying all 
aftions, civil and criminal, treafon except- 
ed ; though perfons deeming themfelves ag- 
grieved, may appeal to the Lord Warcitn *of 
the Cinque Ports, vi^ho, upon fuch cqjr^I 
plaint, has power to enter the Ts^icJI^'^rltJ/. 
and hear and decide upon the mattie^;/ '/*•'" 

Formerly the inhabitants of tlie. ports 
were not obliged to ferve in the army longer 
than the King abided, perfonally, in the 
field ; nor were they, at any time, to ferve 
in foreign wars, nor were the feamen liable 
to be preffed in^^ar time, though this laft 
cuilom has long^^ilt|roIce through. 

The ports-men, contritDiitors to the fer- 
vlce of fhipping furnifhed by the ports, 
were freed from all aids, fubfidies, and con- 
tributions granted to, or cxaded by, the 
King. 

The ports-men were not obliged to ferve 
as conftable, bailiff, or other office out of 
the portSt 

Thcfe 
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^hefe, and many other privileges, were 
granted to, and enjoyed for many ages by 
the ports (though moft of ihem have now 
been long obfolete), as well in confideration 
of the eminent fervices they had rendered 
the kingdom during the incurfions of the 
Danes, and other Piratical Rovers, ^ as of 
their fcrvicc of 57 fliips which they were 
obliged to furnifti yearly, if required, at 
their own coft for 15 days ; but if their 
fervice was required for a longer term, they 
were vidualled and paid by the King. 

Ships and Men furnished by each Port. 

Haftings and its members, 21 fhips, armed 
and manned with 21 men and a boy each, 

Dover and its members the fame number 
as Haftings. 

Sandwich and its members, 5 fhips armed 
and manned as above. 

New Romney and its members the fame 
as Sandwich^ 

5 Hythe 
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Hythe and its members the fame like- 
wife — 

Making in the whole 57 /hips, manned by 
1140 men and 57 boys, which quota of 
veffels and men the ports adlually fitted out 
till fuch time as larger fhips came into ufe, 
when they fupplied the navy with two or ^ 
three, being equivalent in value to their 
original number of 57. Indeed it appears 
that the Cinque Ports' fleet formed the chief 
and beft part of the Royal Navy, and upon 
all occafions were ready to guard the nar- 
row feas from pirates infefting the coafts* 
During the wars between England and France, 
they were frequently employed in tranf- 
porting the King and his forces. 

Great reliance feems to have been placed 
by our Kings on the Cinque Ports' fleet, and 
not unjufl:ly ; for King John in his retire- 
ment in the Ifle of Wight, was nearly for- 
faken by all his kingdom, fave the Ports^ 
fleet, with which he fecured himfelf till he 
recovered all aga^in* 



In 
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In the beginning of the reign of Henry 
III. the Ports fitted out 40 (hips, which 
putting to fea under the command of Hu-: 
bert de Burgo (then Warden of the Cinque 
Ports, and Governor of Dover Caftle), came 
up with, and engaged 80 fail of French^ 
men, who were coming to aid Louis, the 
French King's fon ; when, after a furious en- 
gagement, he took feveral fhips, funk others, 
and difperfed the reft. 

In the year 1406, the Ports* navy, under 
the command of Henry Paye, furprifed and 
took 120 French fhips laden with fait, iron, 
and oil. 

In the 38th year of Queen Elizabeth, 
An. 1595, the Ports, at the Queen's com-- 
mand, fitted out five ihips of I60 tons bur- 
then, which they maintained five months 
at their own charge, 

Thefe, and many other actions performed 

by the Ports, evidently fhew their great 

weight and confequence in former times, 

and that the great privileges and immunities 

4 they 
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they did, and ftill do enjoy, were no tnof6 
than their zeal and fer vices juftly entitled 
them to. 

A modern* writer fays, the " Cinque Ports 
** were an incorporated body, enjoying an 
•* inferior jurifdidtion within themfelves, 
*^ fubordinate to the Admiralty of England, 
^* but more immediately united in the fame 
•* perfon, and under the immediate com- 
*« mand of the Conftable of Dover Caftle. 
•• From their local fituation oppofite, and 
** their immediate vicinity to Calais and the 
*• French coaft, they were from the higheft 
** antiquity of great confideration and con- 
** fequence, for the defence of the Britifli 
*^ Channel, and of the fouthern and eaftern 
*' coafts of this kingdom : and under this 
** idea were invefted with high honours^ 
** privileges, powers, and immunities, and 
** ercdted into a bulwark and guard to de- 
** fend our coafts, able to repel the attacks 
** of foreign enemies whenever they might 

attempt an inVafion*/* 



« 



♦ The fame writer has given the following curious 
document from the Harl. Manufc. No. 6274, entitled 

" Ordi- 



** Or^inpHee nu^ fy King Jahn, 4i Eiffiinfti^ ^nno * "» 
of his rdgo* 

Itemt Olrdbtine cftoit St Hkftingii» piirlei lit toftum^y en 
temp? dtt R07 Jol^, I'an 2de de (bn regn«} per advys de 
ies feigneurics tempOrelleSiy que fi lieutenant en afcun 
voyage ordonoe par commbn confeil du royaulme, en«^ 
cx>uBUoil far la tner, afconi^ nefii ou vefleaux charge(;s ou 
ToydpB, que ne TOtdent avaller lit abailer leur trefs au 
commandement da lieutenant du roy ; ou de Tadmiral du 
toy, on fon lieutenant ; mais combatent tocontre cieulx 
de la flotte ; que fi iU puent eftre pris, que ils foient re^^ 
putez come enemys^ et Itur nefs veflaux ct bien pris et 
forfaits Come bien des enemys ; tdut foit que le$ maiftres 
ou poifeflburs d*iceUes, bouldroient venir apres, et aile- 
guer meifmes Ics nefsi veflaux et bicns, eilre biens des 
amys notrc feigni^ar; et que le Ma^rne eftant en yecllcsy 
fi>ient chaftie^ par ipapriConment de lour corps, pour lour 
febellette^ par difcretion* 



Hastings^ 



IS HASTINGS GUJtDE. 

Hastings, according to Camden, de- 
rives its name from a noted Danifli pirate 
wjio landed here, and built a fmall fort, in 
order to proted his men, and fecure a retreat,' 
after pillaging the country around. It is plea- 
fantly fituated in a valley, furrounded on all 
lides but the fouth v^^ith high cliffs and hills, 
which proted: it from the cold winds, and 
render it one of the moft healthy towns in 
the whole ifland. 

Here is a fine beach, and the pureft water 
for bathing of any along the coaft; for which 
purpofe, great numbers of the gentry have of 
late years reforted from London and the 
neighbouring country, during the fummer 
feafon. 

The town of Haftings may boaft as great 
antiquity as any place in the kingdom. In 
the reign of Athelftan there was a mint here, 
by which it muft then have long been in a 
flouriihing condition, 

William Rufus, on the death of his father 
the Conqueror, got poffeflion of the Cafllcs 

. of 
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of Haftings, Dover, and Pevenfey, as the firft 
and moft eflential ftep towards fecuring him 
the throne. The prcfent town may be called 
the New Town, as there was formerly 
another which flood without the prefent one, 
and was fwallowed up by an inundation of 
the fea ; but when that event happened, is 
very uncertain. As a proof that the fea has 
gained confiderably on the coaft here, an 
entire hedge has been difcovered beneath the 
furface of the fand at low water, a little to 
the weft ward of the town near the white rock, 
and pieces of wood and ftick brought away 
from it. Some of the prefent inhabitants 
remember grafs growing below the high 
water-mark, a little to the weftward of the 
bathing-room. 

Mr. Somner, in his account of the Roman 
ports and forts^ ieems to think that Mailings 
or Pevenfey was the ancient Anderida of the 
Romans ; though Mr. Camden places it at 
Newenden, in Kent. 



c 2 Haftings 
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Haftmgs gives name tp Uie ^afl^rnmoil of 
die fix divifions of the county of Sufles;^ called 
Rapes : the Caflle and Hape (which always 
accompanied it) belonged to the Earls of 
Ewe, in Normandy, defcendants from s^ na<- 
tural fon of Richard, f^il Duke of Nor- 
mandy. Robert, the iiril Earl to whom it was 
given, was one of the chief counfellorfr to 
William the Conqueror, by whom many 
other large eftates were fettled on him. He 
left this honour to his ion William, whole 
fon Henry, uppn levying the aid foe marry-, 
ing the daughter of King Henry IL certified 
that his father in the preceding reign wa& 
enfeof&d with 6a Knights' fees, of which he 
then had 56 in the Rape of Haftings, and for 
which he paid ^40. He bft only one 
daughter and heir; flie, marrying Ralf de 
YelTenden, had by him a fon and heir, Wil- 
liam, who, after his Other's death, aiUi^ring 
to the King of France, and his mother A)ice 
having otherwife forfeited her efkte to t-he 
Crown, Henry III. in the 29tji year of his^ 
reign, feized upon it, and gave it to Prince 
Edward, his fon. Peter de Savoy, uncle to 
Queen Eleanor, being then in great fevour at 

Court, 
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Ccurlt, Henry, in the 31ft year of his reigti, 
6om:mitted the keeping of the CafHe and 
honotrr tb hitn. After his deceafc the King, 
caufihg his Ion to refign it to him, exchanged 
it with John de Dreux, Earl of Richmond, 
for certain lands belonging to the honour of 
Richmond, which Peter de Savoy had paflcd 
to tht King, in his pofterity it for fome 
time continued. Anno 1299 il was again in 
the Crown, and was by Edward I. granted to 
John of Britain ; and in 1343, by Edward III. 
tto John of Gatiilt, Diike of Lancafter, to 
hold to hiih and his heirs : he, afterwards, in 
1346, fuirehdefed it to the Crown. Henry 
IV. Anno 141^, granted it to Sir John Pel- 
haiii iftcr thxi death of Ralph, Earl of Weft- 
mbrelahd, to whom it had been granted for 
life ; by him it was conveyed to Thomas 
Hoo, which conveyance was confirtaied to 
him by letters patent of Henry IV. in the 
33d year of bis reign. 

Annb l46l. Sir Thomas Hoo conveyed 

It to Sir William Haftings, and lEdwird IV. 

Annb 1462, confirmed this grant by his 

letters patent. By this family it was enjoyed 

c 3 till 
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till thib reign of Richard III. when by the 
attainder of Lord Haftings it was forfeited to 
the Crown, but was reftored to his fon by 
Henry VII. in the year 1591* and confirmed 
to him by the royal patent of Henry VIIL 
in the 7th year of his reign. 

It was conveyed by the Earl of Hunting- 
don, Edward and George Haftings, to 
Thomas helham, of Laughton, Efq, with 
the Manor of Crowhurft, Burwafh, and 
Berelham, in confideration of the fum of 
«t2oOO, and a referved rent of <i.l3 6s. 8d. 
per annum, which rent ftill continues to be 
paid. The perpetuity of it was granted and 
confiimed by James I. Anno 1605. In his 
family it has remained ever fince, and at pre- 
fent it belongs to Thomas Lord Pelham, to 
whom it was bequeathed by the late Duke 
of Newcaftle, 

In the reign of Richard II. about the 
year 1377> this town was burnt by the 
French, who, taking advantage of the diffen- 
fions in that reign, put into Rye with 50 
ihips, and landing, plundered and burnt that 

town^ 
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town. They next attacked WincKelfea; 
but being beaten off there, they proceeded to 
Haftings, which they treated as they had done 
Rye. After its rebuilding, it was divided into 
three parifhes, St. Clement's, All Saints, and 
St. Mary in the Caftle, as it now remains. 

But what renders this place the moft cele- 
brated, is the famous 

BATTLE OF HASTINGS, 

which was fought about fcven miles from 
hence, on the fpot where the town of Battle 
now ftands, between William, Duke of 
Normandy, afterwards furnamed the Con- 
queror, and Harold, King of England : and 
as the event of that engagement proved fo 
decifive of the fate of this country, a particu- 
lar account of it from the beft authorities is 
here inferted. 

The Duke having collefted an army of 
60,000 men at St Valery, (of which 
5000 were cavalry) embarked them on 
board of 900 veflels, and after a paflagc of 
fixteen hours, landed at Pcvenfey, where he 
c 4 continued 
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continued feveral days to refre(h his troops# 
From thence he marched along the (hofc to 
HadingSy where he built a C^Ale upon tli^ 
hilJ, and garrifoncd it. To fuch of the in- 
habitants as had not deferted their houfes, hd 
was extremely humane and affable^ obierving 
to his foldiers that it would not only be cruelt 
but impolitic, to ipoil thofe whom he had 
hopes would foon become the prdps aqd iup« 
porters of his throne. During his ft^y there, 
the Duke one morning fet out from the 
camp^ attended by only fifteen horiemieiQ, td 
take a view of the coiiQtry s biit thp roads 
being at that time very bad, and having wn^ 
bled a gregt diftimce, they loft their W4y ; an4 
their horfes being fpent With fetigue, diey 
were obliged to return on ib6t» encumbered 
with their arms and accoutrements. William 
Fitzofbome, one bf the part^, ^vas fo jade4 and 
fatigued, being ready to faint vrnder tlie 
weight of his armour, that the Duke, who 
Was one of th^ ft^ongeft men of hk tinie, took 
hishelmet, and carried it |br hi|n tp the camp^ 
a circumftance which, diOugh trivial in it* 
felf, ferved to raife hi$ charader among the 
jSaldiers. 

la 



In the infe&rttimfe. King Hji^l'old having re-., 
cetved the news of the Duke's arrival^ imtae* 
4ktely after the battle of Stamford, in which 
tie had defeatoi the Norwegians with gteat 
flaUghter, and killed his brother Tofti and 
King Harfager^ haftcned to London, which 
he hftd appointed as the general rendez vbus fat 
his forpes } where, upon muftering his troops^ 
he found them much impaired by the late 
battle, and the new levies ill-difciplined ^ 
but he truAed to his ftandiag troops^ who 
were tautherous and bnaye, and endeavoured 
to win upon the reft by treating thdr Chieft 
nvith refped: a^d affability. 

Matters began now to wear a ferious afped;. 
Harold was on the point of marching, when 
his brother Gurth, a man of bravery and ex- 
perienitrte^ fuggefted doubts of the propriety 
of the King^s hazarding his perfon and king^ 
di»nt)ii the event of one battle. He thought 
ft would be better policy to prolong the war j 
that ^ 4eiperate fituation of William made 
it requifite for ^at Prince to bring matter^ 
to a ipeedjr dectfion ; but that the King of 
l^nglai^ in his own country^ provkied with 
5 fuppliesy 
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fupplies, and beloved by his fubjefts, might 
with propriety prolong the war, and by ha- 
raifing the Normans with Ikirmifhes, anddif- 
treffing them for want of provifions, they 
would fall an eafy prey to their enemy ; that 
if a general action was delayed, the Englifli, 
fenfible of the imminent danger to which 
their properties, as well as liberties were ex- 
pofed from thofe rapacious invaders, would 
haften from ail quarters to his afliftance, and 
render his army invincible ; that, at leaft, 
if he thought it neccffary to hazard a battle, 
he ought not to. expofe his own perfon, but 
refcrve, in cafe of difaftrous accidents,, fame 
refource to the liberty and independence of 
the.kingdom. 

Harold was deaf to all remonftranccs. 
Elated with his paft profperity, as well as fti* 
mulated by his native courage, he refolved to 
give battle in perfon ; for which purpofe, 
without even waiting for the Militia of fcveral 
counties that were marching to join him, he 
fet out for Suflex to meet the Norman ;army, 
never halting till within feven miles of them. 
On the road he was met by a Monk, who 

came 
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came to propofe to him, on the part of the 
Duke, to determine their caufe, either by the 
judgment of Rome, or by duel, in fight of 
both armies. The anfwer returned by him 
was, that he was advancing to fight a battle, 
in which God would judge between him and 
his adverfary. William, on the approach of 
theEnglifh, fet forward, and encamped within 
a fhort diftance of them. * 

Both armies now prepared themfelves for 
this important decifion ; but the two camps 
prefented very different fcenes the night before 
the engagement. The Englifh fpent their time 
in feafting and riot — the Normans in filence 
and prayer* At break of day, the Duke 
himfelf heard mafs in public, and received 
the communion- 

' While he was arming, it happened that 
his breaftplate was put on turned upfide 
down, which fome about him confidering 
as a bad omen, he changed it into a good 
one by faying, with a fmile — " It fignified 
'^ only that the ftrerigth of his Dukedom 
fhould on that day be converted into the 
4 , ftrength 



$t 



^' ftrength of a kingdom."-^Hc then called 
together the principal officers xyi his anny> 
and tnade them a fpeech fuitable to the oc* 
calion. He reprefeftted to them that drt 
event which they and he had long Hvifhed for, 
was approaching. The whole fortune of the 
war now depended on their fiords, and would 
be decided in a fingle a<aion ; that never 
army had greater motives for exerting a 
vigorous courage, whether they confidered 
the prize which would attend their vidrory, 
or the inevitable deA;ru<ftion that muft ^enfue 
upon their defeat i that if their martial 
and veteran bands could once break thofe 
raw foldiers who had dared to approach them, 
they conquered a kingdom at one blow, and 
were juftly entitled to all its pofleflions as 
the reward of their profperous valour j that 
on the contrary, if they remitted, in the leaft, 
their wonted prowefs, an enraged enemy 
hung upon their rear, the fea met them in 
their retreat, and an ignominious death was 
the certain punifhment of their impmdent 
cowardice. 



Thd 
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The Duke then divided his artny ir>ta 
three llaes : the firft^ led by Montgomery and 
Williatn, foa of Fit^ofborney confifted of 
archers and light armed iofaatry, with fome 
flingersi the iecond^ commanded by Geof* 
f^ey MarteU Earl of Anjou, was compofed of 
t|^ brayeft battahoos^ heavy armed, and ranged 
iQ. clofe order. The cavalry, beaded by 
the Duke himfelf, formed the third line, ajKt 
were fo difpo&d^ that th^ ftretched beyond 
the infiotry, and flanked each wing of the 
ajrmy. 

Hiuptd, on the other fide, had performed 
all the offices of a ikilli|il commander in the 
diipoiition of hi;^ forces, and in the choice of 
his ground. Being greatly inferior in nom-* 
hers, he took pofl upon a hill ; and having 
dn»vn fome trenches to fecure his fknksj^ 
reiblved to fiand upon the defenfive, and to 
avoid all adion with the- cavalry, to which be 
was. inferior. The Kentilh men formed the 
van, the Londoners guarded the ftandard, 
wd the Danifh auxiliaries formed the wings. 
He ordered the cavalry to difmount^ and 
fornoLedhis whole army into c^e deep phalanx 

of 
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of heavy-armed foot, who, being clofely com- 
pared together, formed the Roman fconce — '^ 
that is, the foldiers in the fir ft and la ft ranks 
covered their bodies with their bucklers, 
while thofe in the middle covered their heads 
with their's — a difpofition that rendered them 
almoft impenetrable, and fecured them againft 
the arrows and flings. The royal ftandard of 
England was fixed on the fpot where Battle 
Abbey now ft^inds ; and Aear it the King, 
difmounting from his horfe, placed himfelf 
with his two valiant brothers, Gurth- and- 
Leofwin, at the head of his infantry, and ex- 
prefled his refolutibn to conquer or to' perifli 
in the adtion. Towards the enemy, the 
defcent of the ground was fteep ; but the top 
was level, and wide enough to contain all his 
men in the clofe and compad: order in which- 
he put them. Behind the phalanx were 
woods, through which they had marched to 
that poft, and which defended their rean 
They were all armed with Daniih battle- 
axes, and had alfo javelins or darts ; but they 
did not make ufe in this fight either of long 
or crofs bows, both which weapons were 
employed with great fl^ill by the Normans. 

Such 
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Such were the difpofitions on either fide 
early on the morning of the 14th of Od:ober, 
1066. It was Harold's birthday, and as 
fuch, conjectured to be an omen of fuccefs.* 
The intereft of the two commanders was the 
fame ; the officers were equally defirous of 
coming to adlion : every thing wore the 
afpeft ot flaughter and of blood, and prognof- 
ticated one of thofe terrible battles, where fury 
was blended with greatnefs of foul, and where 
obftinacy and valour wci^ mingled together. 

As the two armies ftood fronting each 
other, the Duke, having thoroughly exa- 
mined the pofition of the Englifti, galloped 
from the place on which he was ftanding, 
and appeared in the front of the firft line.' 
He afkcd one of the foldiers if he could 
Ihew him where Harold was ftationed. — ** He 
is en yonder oppofite hill,*' replied the man, 
pointing to it, " among that compafted 
multitude; for I fee his ftaiidard there/' — Upon 
which, the Duke clapped fpurs tdhishorfe,and 
galloped ftiaight to the place where Harold 
was Handing, being followed by the cavalry, 
whom he had joined. As he was before the 

ranks. 
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ranks, a champion from HaroU's trmp$ 
^vanccd to meet him j but the Puke with 
Qi^e ftrokp hid h\$ mt^gonlA on tb« ground* 
This brought on a general a<3ion with the 
two front lines, which was furious, and re^ 
mained long undecided j but the Noroi^ns^ 
overcome by the difficulty of the ground^ 
and hard pre^d by the enemy, began firil: ta 
relax their vigour, then to retreat, and con- 
fufion \^as ipreading among the ranks, which 
William ofoierving, hailened with a MeA 
band to the relief of his difmayed forces. His 
prefence reflored 1^ aiftion, and the Eng^Ch 
were oblig^ to retire with 



The Duke n&W ordered a general charge 
to he fbunded, fo that the whole army iiK>ye(i 
at Qsxcc^ £nging die hymn or fong of RjoUqj^ 
the famous Peer pf Chsrl^i^sgo^* A (k^wer 
of darts was the fijrjft falute ; but thjis doing 
fio great execution agaioft th? impenetrable 
wall formed by the buekleriiu they advaneed 
to a more ckfe engagement with fab^« sind 
hatchet. 



The 
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li'he Englifli fuftained- the (hock with great 
£rmnefs and intrepidity ; and opening their 
ranks to let their flingers pafs through^ thoie 
galled the Normgns prodigioufly, and killed 
a great number in the firft onfet^ Harold> 
willing to improve the advantage, ordered 
frefli troops to advance, to which the Duke 
oppofed fbmc iquadrons that were not only 
repulfed, but the cavalry and infantry of 
Bretagne, who were ftationed upon the left 
wing with fome auxiliaries, were put to 
flight. At the fame time a rumour was fpread 
through the left wing, by the artifice of 
Harold> that the Duke had been killed by the 
firoke of a lances ^t which the Normans 
began to (brink back, and to be filled with 
horror and conilernation* William> alarmed 
.at the fatal confequences that might follow, 
rode along the lines> and called with a loud 
voice, *• My feUow-foldiers, take courage j 
your leader is ftill alive V* He took his helmet 
from his head, and fhewed them his counte- 
nance ; and reftraining them from flight, cried 
out, ^* that he was come to perifli with them !" 
His prefence and his voice infpired the re- 
pulfed battalions ; the fainting fquadrons 
were animated to return again to the charge ; 

D fo 
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§3 that, rallying dn dll hahd6> the troops 
poured in upon the enemy fretri erefy ^aatter^ 
fabre in h^nd, and drovd them back in theilr 
turn. Many wfefe killed ditrittg this clofe en**- 
gagement, and fuch as Bed, Wdre cul in pieces; 
for th6 Nomiari officers orden&d ho Quarter to 
fee given. Thus wais the battle rgftoredi 
folely by the intrepidity of the Duke^ on that 
part J while on every other, the fight waft 
exceeding fierce land obftinate^ without any 
•vifible* advantage. 

. On thi^ occafion, Rdbttrt^ foil to th^ fa- 
tnous Count de Beaumonti With Touftaih du 
Bee Crefpin, Roger Montgbtttery, ahd WiU 
liam Mallet, performed fwrodigies of valoiir ; 
.but the example of William was b^yohd all. 
Mc was, in a manner, evety where, and fte^ 
likd lightning into thoie placeis where wa;s 
•the greateft danger. He encouraged with 
his voice arid with his hand tx> prefo forward. 
JHEis fword was ilreaming With gore, and his 
Armour all covered with blood and duft. 
He had three horfes killed under hirh, and 
Dv^^ by fo furious a flroke, that the hatchet, 
vafter cutting off the head^ pierced deep itito 

the 



BASTINGS GUIlHe. 95 

tKe ground* AH this while the body of the 
Ehglifli army flood firni upon the declivity, 
and the Normans had fuffered greatly througk 
the difadvantage of the ground, William, 
finding that the enemy, aided by the advan* 
tage of the ground, and animated by the ex* 
ample of their Prince, ftill made a vigorous 
refiflance, had recourfe to a ftratagcni which 
was delicate in its management, but which 
feemed advifable in his defperate fituation ; 
where, if he gained not a decifiye vidtory, he 
was totally undone. He commanded his 
troops to make a hafty retreat, and to aflure 
the enemy from their ground, by the appear- 
ance of flight. The Englifli fdl into the 
fnare. Many of their battalions fetched an 
half cbmpafs about the Norrtians, and planted 
themfelves at the place which they were 
to pafs through, in order to intercept them* 
They were quickly in the plain ; but before 
they could form, the Norman horfe w;ere 
upon diem^ and cut them in pieces. The 
troops rallied on all fides, and returned to the 
charge in one compared column; while the 
Englifh, who had been decoyed from their 
Aation, wer^ now in feparatc corps, which, 
d2 one 
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one after another, <^ere deftroyed hf the 
.Norman, cavalry. The Englifli, thus repul- 
fed, were driven back to the hill, where, 
being rallied by the. bravery of Harold, who 
fought on foot the whole day, and killed 
many of the Normans with his own hand, 
they were able, notwithftanding their lois, 
to maintain the pofl, and continue the com- 
bat. The Duke tried the fame^ftratagem a 
fecond time, and with equal fuccefs ; but, 
even after this double advantage, he flill 
found a great body of the Englifti, who, 
.maintaining themfelves in firm array, feemed 
determined to difpute the vidtory to the iajQb 
extremity; upon which he ordered his 
heavy armed infantry to make an aflauk 
uponthem, while his archers, placed behind, 
ihould gall the enemy, whotwere expofed by 
the fituation of the ground. . By this difpo- 
fition He at laft prevailed. Harold was flain 
with an arrow, while, combating with great 
.bravery at the head of his men. }^i$ two 
brothers fhared the fame fate-; and the EJng- 
.lilTi, difcouraged by the fall of their Princes, 
/gave ground on all fides, and were-purfued 
. with great flaughter by the vi^^orious Nor- 
mans. 
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mans. A few troops, however, of the van- 
quiflied had ftill the courage to turn upon 
their purfuers ; and having got into a valley 
that was full of deep ditches, they bravely 
made a new ftaod. There had been formerly 
in that place a camp, well known to them, 
but not to the eneniy ; and the entrench- 
ments being covered with flirubs and buflies, 
many of the Norman horfe, preffing on- 
wards in the ardour of purfuit, fell head- 
long into them, while many others were 
killed by the hands of the Englifh, who here 
obtained feme revenge for the llalighter and 
diflionour of the day. By this unexpedlcd 
ftand, many of the noblelT: of the Normans 
were cut down ; Euftace, Earl of Boulogne, 
was dangerottfly wounded by a blow with a 
ftone, while he was carneftly entreating the 
Duke to retire, and not hazard his perfon 
againft defperate men, whom the nature of 
the place fo much aflifted : but that intrepid 
Prince, neither regarding the counfel nor the 
example of the perfon who gave it, continued 
the combat till he had driven them out of 
this ftrong ground, end completed his 
viftoryt 

D 3 Thus 
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Thus was gained, by William, Duke of 
Normandy, the great and decifive viftory of 
Haftings, after a battle that was fought 
from morning until funfet, and which feemed 
worthy, from the heroic valour difplayed by 
both commanders and both armies, to decide 
thf fate of a mighty kingdom. There fell 
near 15,000 mtn on the fide of the Normans* 
The lofs was ftill more confiderable on that 
of the Englifli, befides the death of the 
King and his two brothers* The dead body 
of Harold was brought tp Williamjr who 
generouily rpftored it, without ranfom, to his 
mother. The Norman army left not the 
field of battle without giving thanks to 
Heaven in the moft fplemn manner for their 
victory ; after which, the Puke, having re-? 
freflied hi§ troops, prepared to, puQi to tfee 
utmoll his advantage againfl the divided^ 
difmayed^ ^4 difcomfited £n|^lifh« 

Thus ended the memorable Batde of 
flaftings, in whiph the English, though de- 
feated^ fh^wed at leafl ^s inu(:h valour as 
thofe by whom they were vanquiflicd ; hufc 
kfs expertnefs iq the difcipline and art of wart 

Yet 
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Yet their worft defed: feems to have been 
the w^nt of a cgvalry eqqal to th^t of the 
Normans. It was their great inf^riprity in 
this refpe<5l, which made their purfuit of a 
flying enemy fatal to thernfelves. Neverthe- 
lefs, neither the lof$ they h^d fuffered in this 
odipn, npr even the death of their King,. 
would have ^niih^d the war, could tlaTy 
hav^ agreed ynder whofe ftandard they ihould 
COd^c^VQur to maintain it : but the divifions 
which h^d Jopgdifturbed the kingdom, now 
proved Atal to it ; that want of unanimity 
among the leading men, with the rapid ^p- 
pr^ch of the D^ke tq Londpn, foon deter^ 
mm^ tbs Bifliops arid Nobility to rieceive 
him A$ jheir King; 9nd to complete his 
tfiqiBph, B4gar Atheling, the only rightful^ 
h^ir, finding in hi$ mind no refources againft* 
his iJUilarr^d fat?, delivered up to Williaim 
his perjTon and feiiigdopi* 



P 4^ Hastings 
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Hastings had Charters from Edward the 
Confeffor, William I. and II. and Henry IL 
Richard I. Henry III. Edward I. Elizabeth, 
and Charles IL Its prefent Charter was grant- 
ed by James II. by which it is incorporated by 
the ftyle of Mayor, Jurats, and Commonalty 5 
Sir Deny Afhburnham, Knight, being the 
fim Mayor under this Charter. Before the 
time of Queen Elizabeth, the chief Ma- 
giftratc was flyled Bailiff. The Mayor is 
chofen annually, on the third Sunday after 
Eafter. This town has fent Members to 
Parliament ever fince. Edward III, They 
are eledled by a majority of the Jurats and 
Freemen. The prefent Members are. Lord 
Glenbervil, and G. W. Gunning, Efq. 

The entrance to Haftings by the London 
road, froip Fairlight Down, is one of the 
fineft that Cjajj be imagined. It op^ns on a 
fmooth terrape from the Dpwn, from whence 
is an e?ctenfive prpfpect of Pevenfey Bay, 
Beachy Head, Bourne Hills, and a wide 
fange of fea ; when thropgh the turnpike 
gafe^ the Valley pf Haftings appears, -difco^ 
vering the Upper Church, and the tops of 
Jjoufej* A bfaujiful engraved view, taken 

from 
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^om Haftings Hill, is here annexed. At the 
bottom of the hill you enter a pleafant fliady 
lane, on each fide of which are tall fpreading 
trees, whofe branches in the fummer form 
an impenetrable arch, through which you 
enter to the town, confiding of two parallel 
ftreets of confiderable length, running nearly 
north and fouth, and opening to the Yea, 
with feveral lefler ones, interfered by gar- 
dens, and a fuburb, which extends along 
the beach. Between the two main ftreets 
runs a fmall ftream of water called the 
Bouirne, which empties itfelf into the fea. 
Here are a number of handfome moderh 
built houfes ; and from the fpirit of improve- 
ment manifefted at moft watering-places, 
more arc likely to be foon built. A plan has 
been much talked of for building a row 
of houfes in a field called the Croft, that 
runs parallel with the main ftreet, and com- 
mands a fine view of the fea. Two houfes 
are already built, and more will be begun 
this fummer. Five lodging- houfes have 
lately been built by Mr. Satterly, and two 
by Mi. Carly, at the weft* end of the fort, 

from 
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from which place to the Bathing-houfc, 
wcftward by Barry's Library, it is intended 
to make a new parade, a fubfcription for 
which purpofe is now begun ; and the money 
already fubfcribed, is depoiited in the Haft** 
ings Bank. Many perfons, with a fpirit truly 
laudable, farmers, and owners of teams, have 
fubfcribed alfo five pounds, and fome ten 
pounds labour to bring ftone for carrying oij 
the work, which will be begun early in the 
fpring. This town was lately new paved^i 
which, by removing a number of obilru£Uons 
and nuifances, has added . greatly to its con-r 
venience and beauty. 

The valley in which the town of Haft?t 
ings is built, forms a beautiful and fpacioua 
amphitheatre of an oval figure, floping to the 
fbuth, the houfes and gardens rifing gradually 
to. the eaftand weft, and the hills to the norths 
The Barracks, which arc npw building about 
half a mile from Haftings, in a field near the 
turnpikes-gate, command a view of the toym, 
the hills and vallies, the fea, Peveniy Bay, 
and the coijmtry arpund— beauti&l beyond 
de£:ription« 
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, CHURCHES. 

'Here are two pariflx Churches, St. Cle- 
ment's and All Saints. About thirty years ago 
they were feparate livings, but being very poor 
ones, from the little land within the pariflbes, 
they were * united into one Reftory, which 
does not much exceed c£l30 per annum. 
The living is in the private patronage of Sir 
Godfrey Webfter, Bart, and the prefent in- 
<:umbent is the Rev. William Coppard. 
The Churches are both very ancient fabrics, 
though it is uncertain when they were built, 
as no account is to be found concerning them. 
In St, Clement's, commonly called the Lower 
Church, are feveral curious infcriptions in 
brafs and marble* 

On the: north fide of the chance^ within a 
large gilt frame, is one that deferves to be 
recorded. 



** This Corporation having received many 
^* generous and great benefadlions from the 
^^ Hon# Archibald Hutchefon, Efq. one of 

" their 
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** their Barons, In Parliament, in the reign of 
" her late Majefty, Queen Ann (of ever 
*• bleffed and glorious memory), and alfo, fince 
•* his prefentMajefty's acceflion to the throne, 
" have caufed this infcription to be made for the 
** perpetuating their grateful fenfe thereof:—* 

*VAnd to declare, that to him"! 

" they are obliged for his gift to > ^€,100 
*' repair the Church, - - J 

'^ For his gift to build and incrcafe\ 

^' the (hips and veffels of thisf ^^^ 

*' Corporation, for the benefit T 
** of the poor, upwards of ^ - y 

** For his gift, as a perpetual fund,\ 

^^ to be lent, without intereft, to f inck 

** poorfifliermen, toenablethcm i 
'* to carry on their trade *• - / 

For his gift in paving with\ 

^* marble, wainfcoting, painting,/ 

^' and ceiling this chancel, and \ 125 

** in making and railing the i 

*' altar-piece, - - - - / 

.£.625 

*' He 



4€ 
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<« He alfo contributed towards the plate 
y ufed at the altar, and the velvet covering 
^^ for the communion tabie, and has been a 
** benefadtor to the Free School. Befidps 
** which, there is lodged among the records 
:** of this Corporation (as his 'gift) his col- 
" leftion of Treatifes, in relation to the Na- 
*^ tional Funds and Debts, and feveral me- 
** thods for difcharging the fame, and his 
^^ mod feafonable declarations againft the late 
/f South Sea Scheme, and the wicked execu- 
." tion thereof, all which^ at his own expence, 
** he publifhed for the fervicc of his country." 
Set up the 20th Jan. An. Dom. 1721." 



€€ 



Oppofite the above, on the fouth fide, is 
a handfome marble monument, to the me* 
mory of the late John Collier, Efq. of this 
town. 

In this Church is likewife a very neat 
altar-piece, by Mortimer. On the ceiling 
isa reprefentation of the heavenly regions, 
and underneath at the corners, are the figures 
of Faith, Hope, and Charity. — The font is a 
.curious piece Qf antiquity; it is an oi^t^n, 

on 
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on the fquarcs of which are carved in relievo, 
the inftruments of our Saviour's paffion* 
The gallery was eredted about twelve yfears 
ago by fubicription^ and the pews difpofed of 
by lot among the fubfcribers ; and for the 
convenience of the fummer company, benches 
have been made and placed in the chancel, 
the congregation being in general too nu- 
merous for the pews. 

All Saints, or (as it is ufually called) the 
Upper Church, is a much larger and loftier 
building, but contains nothing material, ex- 
cept the pulpit- cloth, which was part of the 
canopy held over Queen Anne at her corona- 
tion i and an ancient graveftonc at the tipper 
€ndof the north aiile. The figures ofz man and 
woman are cut on it in lines 5 it had an in- 
fcrlption round the edge, which, except the 
word " anno," is quite obliterated by the 
Wear pf feet* 

It appears there Was formerly anodier 

Church called St. Michael, and an Hofpital 

tpf St. Mary Magdalene ; but no certain ac^ 

•counts are to be obtained concertQin^ them. 

5 And 
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And upon the eaftern hill, in a fmall fquare 
field, ftood a Church, called St. George*s ; 
the hft remains of which, inconfiderable and 
b£ little account, were levelled by the late 
Reftor fome twenty-five years ago. There 
had likewife been a Church or Chapel on the 
hill, juft over the eaft well : human fkele- 
tons, bones, and fragments of buildings have 
been difcovered at times, on the falling 
away of the cliiF* 

TOWN HALL. 

Here is a Town Hall or Court Houfe, 
erefted in 1700, with a market-place under 
it. In the Hall is a fliield bearing the arms 
of France, bix>ught from Quebec after thfc 
taking of that place, and prefented to this 
Corporation by General Murray; likewife 
a frame, containing a long lift of the Mayors 
of Haftihgs. It commences in 1500, at 
which time a Bailiff was the chief Magi- 
ftrate, the firft Mayor being fwom in 1560. 
Over the Mayor's feat are the arms of 
Charles II. Here is a Cuftom-houfe^ a col- 
lector 
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leftor and comptroller, and Cuftom-houfe 
officers. In the Fifh-ftreet (commonly called 
the back-ftreet) are two houfes, famous 
for the refidence of two diftinguifhed, though 
very oppofite charadlers, the gallant Ad- 
miral Sir Cloudsley Shovel, and the 
noted Titus Gates, though it muft in 
juflice be remembered that the latter was 
not a native of Haftings^. 

TOWN WALL. 

This Town was formerly defended, next 
tp the fea, by a ftrong wall which ran acrofs 
the valley from hill to hill, and had two gates, 
one at the bottom of the Oak-hill, the other to 
.the eaftward, at the bottom of the Fifli-ftreet: 
there are fome remains of it yet ftanding^ at 
a place called the Bourne's Mouth, which 
runs from thence to the gate-fteps, near Mr. 
Capeirs houfc, and proves it to have been of 
confiderable ftrength and thicknefs. To the 
eaftward of the town, upon the hill, are the 
veftiges of a Roman encampment, plainly 
difeernible. It is of confiderable extent, and 

appears 



ttAStlNGS GUIDE. 49 

appears to have been very ftrongly fortified, 
for which purpofe the fituation is admirable* 



THE CASTLE. 

Upon the hill to the weftward of the 
town, are the rem.ains of a large and very an- 
cient Caftle, in (hape neareft two fides of an 
oblique fpherical triangle, having the points 
rounded off. The bafe or fouth fide, com- 
pleting the triangle, iis formed by a perpendi- 
cular craggy cliiF, in length about 400 feet, 
which feems to have had no wall or other forti- 
fication : indeed, fuch would have been entirely 
uselefs. Nature having made it fufitciently 
inaccefllble on the fide oppofite the fea. The 
eaft fide is made by a plain walU without 
tower or other defence, and meafufes 300 
feet. Its adjoining fide^ which faces the 
north-weft) is about 400 feet ; a perpendicu- 
lar let fall upon the fouth fide or rock, from 
the angle formed by the jundlion of the walls, 
meafures about 260 feet, and the area in- 
cluded is about one acre and a quarter. The 
walls, which are no where entire, are in fome 
places 8'fcet thick. The gateway was on 

E the 
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the north fide near the northern angle, bat 
has been long demolifhed. Near it, to the 
weftward> are the remains of a finall tower, 
enclofing a circular flight of flairs—* 

—The toWcr that long hacf flood 
The cru(h of thunder and the warring winds, 
Shook by the flow, but fure deflroyer Time, 
Xow hangs in doubtful ruins o'er its bafe. 

Armstrong. 

And on the fame fide, farther on to the weft, 
is a fally^port, and the ruins of a fquare 
tower. Juft within the fally-port is every 
appearance of an entrance to a vault, by 
fteps which are now choked up with rub- 
bi/h. Behind the eaft wall is a dry ditch, 
about 60 feet deep, and 100 feet wide at the 
top. 

At what \imc the prcfent building was 
crecSed, or who was the builder, does iKJt 
appear from either Lelaiid, Camden, or any 
of thofe writers who have treated of the an- 
tiquities of this county. From the fituation 
of the fpot, which feems extremely proper 
for the ancient mode of fortification, it is 

. more 
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hiore than probable here was foine fort of 
Fortrefs in very early times, long before the 
coming of the Normans. This coftjedlure 
deceives fomc confirmation from a paflage iii 
the chronicles of Dover Monaftery, printed 
in Lcliand's Colleftania, which fays, " That 
when Arviragus threw off the Roman yoke, 
he fortified thofe places which were moft con- 
venient for their invafion, namely, Richbo- 
rough, WalmorCi Dover, and Haftings/* 

In the Hiftory of Canterbury, written by 
Eadmer, and piibliflied by the learned Sel- 
den^ it appears that iri the year 1090, al- 
inoft all the Bifliops and Nobles of Erigland 
Were affembled^ by Royal authority, at Haft- 
ings, to pay perfdnal homage to King William 
11. who was on his return to Normandy. 
Father Anfelm likewife attended, offering up 
his prayers to Heaven for the fafety of the 
King during the voyage. But the King 
and Nobles were detained here more than a 
whole month, the wind being contrary. 
During that interval, Anfelm confdcratcd, 
in the Church of the Virgin Mary, (which 
is within the Caftle walls) Robert Bloet, to 

E 2 the 
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the Church of Lincoln, by the approbation 
of fcven of his brethren, who afliftcd at the 
ceremony. 

Little more concerning this Caflle occurs 

in hiftory, except what is recorded of the 

free Royal Chapel, dedicated to the Virgin 

Mary, wherein were a Dean and feveral 

fecular Canons or Prebendaries, to which 

Henry de Augo or Ewe (who lived in the 

time of Henry L) was benefadlor. It was 

faid, 27th Edward L that the gift of the 

Prebends had been in the Crown ever fince 

the Barony. Haftings came into the King's 

hands 5 but before that, Conah Augi was 

Patron, In the 26th Henry VIII. the 

Deanery was valued at £20 per ann. and all 

the feven Prebends at £4*1 13s. 5d. The 

College and Deanery were granted 38 Henry 

VIII. to Sir Anthony Brown. It appears, 

by a patent, 5th Edward III. that the Dean 

had licence to build himfelf a manfion 

within the walls of the Caflle. 

Prynne, in his hiftory of Papal Ufurpa- 
tions, mentions the following circumflances 

relative 
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relative to the Chapel here : he has likewife 
preferved tlie original writs. 

In the 8th King John, John Redmond, 
coming from Rome to lay claim to a Prebend 
of Haftings, fued to the King for licence and 
fafe condud: to come in and return frpm 
England, which was granted upon this con- 
dition, that on his arrival, he ihould give 
fecurity that he came hither for no ill to 
the King, nor for any other bufinefs but that ' 
Prebend. 

In the firft year of Edward III. that King 
iflued a commiflion for vifiting the free 
Chapel at Haftings, and placing a Dean 
therein : this commiflion was directed to 
William of Feverfham ; and in the 27th of 
the fame reign, a writ was iffued by the 
King, forbidding and reftraining certain op- 
preflions, by the Biftiop of Chichefter, of 
which two Canons, William de Lewes and 
Walter de Tothythe, then complained. Ne- 
verthelefs, the fame year, the Bifhop pre- 
tending that, as this Chapel was^ under his 
jurifdidtion, all the Prebendaries ought to be 
E 3 prefented 
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prefentcd and admitted by him ; the King 
thereupon iffued his writ to the Warden of 
the' Cinque Ports^, to enquire into the an-r 
cient ufage, and to' inform him thereof at the 
meeting of the next Parliament, to which 
he adjourned the difpute, and dire(Sted the 
Prebendaries to attend and defend their pri- 
vileges, and to make themfelves mafters of 
the ftate pf this queftion, when Conan Augi 
was Patron. It feems, however, that it was 
not then determined; for in the next year, 
the Biftiop renewed his claim, and the PrCr 
bendaries were again directed to fearch for 
precedents. The Archbifliop of Canterbury^ 
probably inftigated by the Bifhop of Chichef- 
ter, now claimed, from his Metropolitan. au-^ 
thority, a right of vifitation; but the King 
iflued his prohibition, forbidding him to do 
any aft that might infringe the rights of that 
Chapel. This writ was entered on the claufc 
roll. The next year, the King being inform- 
ed that, notwithftanding his prohibition, the 
Archbifliop perfifted in his vifitation, hcj^ 
by a writ to Stephen Sprot, then Conftablc 
of the Caftle, diredled him not to permit 
^he Bifliop, or any from him, to cxercifc 

any 
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any eccleflaftical jurifdiftion within the free 
Chapel. In the 31ft of the fame reign, the 
Archbifliip cited one of the Preberidaries for 
exercifing that office on the King's prefenta- 
tion, without being; admitted by him or the 
Bi/hop of Chichefter, during the fuit and 
queftionin the King's Courts, Whilft things 
thus remained unfettled, the Archdeacon of 
Lewes attempted alfo to vifit this place, but 
was ftopped by the King's order. In the 
33d year of the fame King, the Archbifliop, 
having excommunicated the Keeper of Haft- 
ings Caftle for his obedience to the royal 
command, in refufing hini admittance to 
vifit the Chapel ; and during the abfence of 
the Keeper,, caufed his Commiffioners to vifit 
it, and place therein a Dean ; the King there- 
upon iflfued a writ, to fummon the Arch* 
bifhap perlbnally to appear before him at a 
day, to aiifwer for thefe high contempts to 
his Crown and dignity ; and another writ 
was fcnt to Robert de Burghcrfli, the Con- 
ftable of Dover Caftle, to go to Haftings, and 
enquire into the truth of the premifes, to 
remove the new Dean there placed unduly, 
to appoint another in his room, and to cer- 
E 4 tify 
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tify him the next Parliament of all his pro* 
ccedings therein. How this matter then 
terminated, does not appear ; but, in the 
reign of Henry VI. the Chapel, with its 
appendages, was put under the jurifdidion 
of the Biftiop of Chichefter and the Arch- 
deacon -^From this Caftlo there are* a variety 
of beautiful and extenfive views ; to the 
fouih, a great extent of water j to the weft 
Eaft Bournct 

THE PRIORY, 

A little to the weftward of the Caftla 
cliffs is a farmhoufe, called the Priory : here 
was a Priory of black Canons, founded in 
the reign of Richard I. by Sir Walter Bricet, 
and dedicated to the Holy Trinity : — fome 
remains of old walls are yet to be feen* 
The Priory eftate now belongs to Sir Horace 

Clofe to the farmyard is a piece of water, 
which being drained off a few years ago, 
difcovered a large hole near thirty feet deep, 
with the remains of a fluice, deep g;atesj an4 

joimenfe lar^e timbers, 
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THE STADE. 

Haftlngs had formerly a good harbour, 
a large wooden pier that ran out in a fouth- 
eaft dircftion below where the fort now 
ilands, admitting large veflels \o He. and un- 
load alongfide ; but about the beginning 
of Queen Elizabeth's reign, this pier was 
deftroyed by a ftorm, fince which time it 
has remained a Stade, as it now is. Cam- 
den fays, in his Britannia, ** that Queen 
^' Elizabeth granted a con tributionX towards 
*' the making a new harbour at H^ftings, 
^' which was begun ; but the contribution 
** was quickly converted into private purfes, 
** and the public good neglefted." — Very 
Targe pieces of timber, the remains of the 
pier, are ftill to be feen at particular times, 
at low water, when the tide has fwept away 
the beach, covered by enormous rocks, which 
were brought there to form the foundation ; 
and three or four long row§ of piles are vifi- 
ble every day at half ebb, which fhew the 
4iredtion in which the pier ran. 

The method of getting the floops and 

cutters 
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cutters up and down the Stade, is furprifing 
to thufe who have never witnefled any thing 
of the kind. They are wound up by a cap- 
ilan with three or four»horfes, and are then 
in general empty, but loaded when they 
go down ; anjl the facility and expedition 
with which fuch large heavy bodies (veflels 
from 40 to 100 tons burthen; are moved, is 
wonderful : — pieces of wood well greafed, are 
laid for the veflbrs keel and fide to run on 5 
a large wooden fcrew is then applied to her 
bows, with which (he is fet a-going. When 
ihe has run as far as is thought proper, fhe is 
ftopped at pleafure by cables round the cap- 
ftans ; the pieces of wood, called troughs, 
are relaid, and (he is put in motion again ; 
and fo on till fhe is far enough to float whea 
the tide returns* 

THE FORT. 

At the weft end of the Stade is a Fort, 
that mounts fix twenty- four pounders, built 
about thirty years ago, prior to which there 
were two fmall batteries ; one, where Mr. 
Milward's houfe now ftands, and the Gun- 
5 ner*s 
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jner*s houfe was built on the fite of the 
other. The prefent fort is an excellent bar- 
rier againft the fea in violent gales of wind ; 
which would otherwife have broke info, an(l 
confiderably damaged the fuburbs, particu-^* 
larly in January, 1792, when there hap- 
pened an extraordinary high tide, with a 
moll furious gale of wind at fouth,. which 
did a deal of mifchief both here and at 
other parts of the coaft. The oldefl: in- 
habitants never remembered the fea flowing 
ip high as on that day. Some capftans 
?ind rope-fhops, which had ftood for years 
immolefted by the tides, were torn up, and 
^aftied along the (hore. A large boat, of 
15 or 20 tons burthen, that ftood near the 
3ourne's mouth, was wafhed off its wood, 
^nd thrown up againft the houfes. The 
yeffels upon the Stade were all in great dan- 
ger. The banks along the road to the weft- 
ward of the town, were all broke in upon, 
and in many parts carried away. The fu- 
burbs were a continued ftream, the water 
coming through the houfes, carrying with 
it tables, chair^, bureaus, &c. which, with 
men, wonien, and children wading about from 

houfe 
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boofe to houfe^ formed a fcene at once dif- 
Ircfling arid laughable. Fortunately it hap- 
pened in the daytime : had it been in the 
nighty the qonfequences might have been 
much more difaftrous. 

THE SOIL 

Of Haftings is of a loamy quality, and 
in many places a ftifF clay : the chief grains 
ibwn, are wheat, oats, and barley. A con- 
fiderable deal of wood and wafle lands, in 
the environs of this place, have been cleared 
and brought into culture within the lail 
twenty or thirty years* 

CLIMATE. 

The air of Haftings is accounted remark- 
ably pure and falubrious, which is evinced 
by the healthy looks and longevity of the 
inhabitants : its fit nation is alfb admirable, 
being enclofed with hills on all fides but 
the fbuth, to which it lies open; and the 
great quantity of garden-ground which di- 
vides the two main ftreets, admits a free cir* 

culation 
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culation of air between the houfes. Indeed 
few towns abound fo much with gardens ; 
fcarce a houfe but has its fpot of ground ad- 
joining, forming at once a fource of health, 
pleafure, and profit to its poffeflbr. 

THE POPULATION 

Of Haftings is pretty confiderable for the 
iize of the town ; it is computed at about 
three thoufand fouls, in which number are 
included between two and three hundred 
fifl>ermen and other feamen* 

THE WARM BATHS, 

lately ereded by fubfcription of the inha- 
bitants near the * Marine Library, arc 
deemed very convenient, and give general 
fatisfadion. 

MINERAL WATERS- 

In the neighbourhood of this town arc 
feveral chalybeate fprings ; but their particular 
virtues have not as yet been afcertained. 



TRADE. 

The trade of this town was formerly irtff 
confidcrable. Fifty or fixty years ago they 
had vefTels which traded from hence up the 
Straits ; the fifhery was then much more 
confiderable than it is now, efpecially the 
herring> of which great quantities were dried 
;ind exported. It has already been feen^ by 
the %ncient charters, that boats went from 
thence during the herring feafon to Yar- 
mouth, there to catch and dry their fifli^ 
They ufed likewife to go to the North Fore- 
land and Margate for the fame purpofei 
though that cuftom has been long dropped ; 
and, for feveral years paft, a number of large 
boats come annually from Brighton to Haft- 
ings, where they ftay the feafon, to catch and 
fell their fifti. Within the laft thirty years^ 
the filheries have very much declined, though 
there are now great quantities of herrings, 
toiackerel, and trawl-fifh caught, and fent to 
the London markets in carts, as well as fup- 
plying the country around ; befides about 
1500 barrels of herrings, of about 800 to the 
barrel, that are annually dried, and fent to the 
different markets, where, from their fuperior 

flavour. 
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flavour, they in general fetch a hetter priat 
than any others. A trial has lately been 
made at exporting them, though, from a 
variety of unforefeen circumftances, it does 
not appear to have anfwered the expe<3:ations 
that were formed ; yet the perfons concerned 
being moflly monied men, it is to be hoped 
they will not be difcouraged from purfuing 
fo defirable a plan. 

The herring feafon commences about the 
beginning of November, and is generally over 
by the middle of December. The reader may 
form fome idea of the extent and value of this 
branch of our fiftiery, even in its prefent de^ 
cayed ftate, on being told, as a fadl, that there 
are 97 fifliing boats of from 4 to 20 tons 
burthen each ; and that in one day as many 
herrings were landed on the beach, as fold for 
upwards of o£900. After the herring voyage, 
comes the trawl-fi(hing, which comprehends 
ibles, plaice, il^ate, thornbacks, maids, and 
Ibme^turbot. About May commences the 
mackerel feafon, and continues till about 
Auguft, when flat- fifli again comes in, and em- 
ploys the fifliermen till the return of the her- 
ring voyage. Whitings are caught here in 
. the 
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the autumn ; they afford excellent fport fey 
thole who are fond of angling. Boats may be 
hired at a fmall expence with proper Unes and 
hooks ; a few herrings are c^iily procured for 
bait ; and thus equipped, a party may pafs a 
few hours, cr the day, in the moft delight- 
ful manner : fome cold meaty and a few bot- 
tles of porter, ought not ta be forgot. The 
whitings will bite as faft as you can let down 
your hooks, and in a few hours you may re-« 
turn loaded with fifh. 

A great deal of plank,, iron, and grain are 
brought here from the country, to be exported 
coaftwife, though the iron braiich (which 
confifted chiefly in cannon from the foun- 
deries at Rotherfbridge and Afhburnham) 
has failed confiderably within thefe few years, 
owing to the great fcarcity of wood for heat- 
ing the furnaces ; for fince hop-planting is 
become fo principal a branch of the farmer's 
Tyftem, the woods that are now remaining, 
are chiefly referved for hop-poles* 

The only imports of any confequence be- 
fides fi(h, are coals, of which the quantity 
has confiderably increafed fince Haflings has 

become 
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become the falhionable futamer refort of the 
nobility and gentry. The following table 
will (hew the exports and imports for eleven 
years, beginning with the year 1789 -, alfo 
the number of boats employed each year in 
the mackerel and herring fi{heries> with thofe 
that come annually from Brighthelmftone. 
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Of thefe boats, fome arc large and fbixic 
fmall ones, carrying from three to fevcn or 
eight men in each, according to the fize. 

LIME COMPANIES AND BRICK- 
KILN. 

Here were two Lime Companies, but they 
are now united into one, and bu-rn upon an 
average about 120,000 bufhels per year. 
The Kilns are fituated fome diftancc to the 
weftward of the town. The chalk is fetched 
from pits in the neighbourhood of EaftBourney 
in fmall floops, of about 40 tons burthen ; 
which, with the men and boys who break 
the chalk for burning, employ a great num- 
ber of people for about four months in the 
year. 

BANK. 

About fix years ago a Bank was efta-» 
blilhed here, under the firm of Tilden, 
Shadwell, Hilder, Harvey, and Gill, which 
proves of great utility to the town, and 
efpecially to the fummer vifitants, who are 
now at no lofs to get their drafts difcounted. 
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SHIP AND BOAT BUILDING. 

On the Priory Ground (a defcription of 
which is given in page 56, and which within 
the laft four years lay entirely wafte) are 
formed two Rope Walks, from 120 to 150 
fathoms in length, running parallel with the 
ftiore, a little above high water mark : they 
arc the property of MeiTrs. Thwaites and 
Meffrs. Breeds and Co. On this fpot alfo, 
Mr. Hamilton has a Ship Yard, iij which a 
confiderable bulinefs is carried on : a floop of 
war of 22 guns is at prefent on the flocks, 
and a brig of 14 guns will fhortly be fet up. 
Capftans for drawing up large veflels have 
been ereded; and when the improvements 
are completed, it will doubtlefs prove a better 
ftade than that at the town, which the fea, 
when the tides run high, continually da- 
mages. Nature has here formed a place for ^ 
harbour, which is greatly wanted on this part 
of the coaft ; and as the advantage which 
commerce would derive from it, would be in- 
calculable, we hope that the public fpirit will 
F 2 foon 
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foon be manifefled in carrying this defirable 
objedl into cffc&. 

A great number of fifliing boats, long boats, 
&c. are alfo built in this town, for which 
the boat-builders are eAeemed famous ; and 
the cutters that have been built, are much 
admired for the beauty of their fliape. 

MARKETS. 

The market days are on Wednefdays and 
Saturdays : they are well attended in gene- 
ral by the country butchers, and afford 
plenty of fine meat, particularly South Down 
mutton, which is efteemed much fuperior 
in flavour to any other : the town is alfo 
well attended by people from the country,, 
with fowls, butter, &c. at reafonable prices. 
Upon the whole, moft articles are to be had 
as cheap at Haftings as at any other town 
equally diftant from the metropolis — many 
cheaper ; and would the principal families 
in and near country towns, by dealing more 
with country ftiopkecpers, hold out encou* 

ragement 
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ragemcnt to fell cheap, inftead of fending to 
London for the greateft part of what they 
confume, ainl for which they often pay 
dearer, exclufive of the carriage, commodi- 
ties of all kinds would be much more rea- 
fonable ; but where a tradefman returns his 
money only once or twice in a year, he is 
under the neceflity of putting on a larger 
profit than he would, were his returns quicker. 

FAIRS. 

Here are three Fairs in the year; one 
on Whit-Tuefday ; the feqond on the 26th 
and 27th of July, called Rock Fair ; and the 
third on the 23d of November : but Rock 
Fair is the only one worth notice, and that 
has fallen off confiderably within the laft 
twenty years : it is for pedlars* goods. 

THE POST 

From London comes in every morningabout 
nine o'clock, Mondays excepted; and goes out 
every afternoon at five, Saturdays excepted, 

F 3 STAGE 
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STAGE COACHES. 

A Stage Coach runs between London and 
Haftings every Monday, Thurfday, and Sa- 
turday throughout the year ; and on Wed- 
nefday alfo, during the fummer feafon : — 
it fets put from the Swan Inn, Haftings, at 
five, and from the Bolt-in-Tun Inn, Fleet- 
ftreet, London, at fix in the morning. The 
two coaches meet at Tunbridge about noon, 
where they exchange paffengers and parcels^ 
and return home at night. 

WAGGONS. 

Two Waggons (one from the White- 
Hart, the other from the Spur Inn, in the 
Borough) fet out every Thurfday morning 
at two o'clock, from London, and arrive at 
Haftings on Saturday noon; from whence, 
after delivering their goods, they return the 
fame afternoon, and reach London on Wed- 
nefday morning. A waggon Hkewife goes 
once a week from the George Inn, Haftings, 
to Lewes. 

HOYS. 
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HOYS. 

Several Sloops or Hoys trade between Lon- 
don and Haftings to carry goods -, when in the 
river, they lie at Griffin's Wharf, Tooley- 
ftreet, a lift of which is here inferted under 
the head of coafting veflels. 

BATHING MACHINES. 

The Bathing Machines (of which there 
are fifteen or fixteen very good ones) ftand 
to the weftward of the town, clofe to the 
Parade, on which is a fmall box, called the 
Bathing Room, for the ufe of company, 
ivhile waiting for the Machines. No water- 
ing-place can excel Haftings in the conveni- 
ence of bathing — ^few can equal it. At low 
water there is a fine level fand runs out a 
great diftance -, and the fhore is of fuch a 
gentle gradual afcent, that you bathe with 
the greateft eafe and fafety, either at high 
or low water. The fea here is at all times 
free from weeds or dirt, which is fo common 
at many other parts of the coaft ; and the 
water perfedtly clear and pure. 

F 4 ASSEMBLY 
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ASSEMBLY ROOM. 

Here is a very good Aflembly Room at the 
Swan Inn, with a gallery for the mufic. The 
aflemblies, during the feafon, are once a 
week, and the rooms three times a week, 
with tea drinkings every Sunday evenings 

THE LIBRARIES. 

The Marine Library is fituated near the 
Parade and Bathing Machines, fronting the fea, 
and has been built by Barry within thefe few 
years, with a Billiard Room over it ; which, 
with the daily newfpapers, and other accom^ 
modations, renders it a pleafant, convenient, 
and agreeable lounge. Mr. Norton has alfo 
lately commenced another Library nearly in 
the center of the Market Street. 

LODGINGS, 

The Lodgings here are numerous and good, 
feveral new houfes having, within thefe three 
or four years, been built for the purpofe of 
letting i and more are in contemplation. 

F 4 Haftings 
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Haftings is abundantly fupplicd with 
moft excellent frefti water. A little to the 
caftward of the town is a fpring, called the 
Eaft Well, that iflues out of the cliff, and is 
piuch efteemed as very fine water ; befides 
which, there are feveral pumps : and the 
Bourne ftream, which runs through th? 
middle of the town, is exceeding good for 
^l\ culinary purpofes, 

WALKS AND RIDES. 

The country round Haftings abounds 
with a variety of pleafant W^lks and Rides. 
The fca view being moft novel to ftrangers, 
they may begin their ejccurfions by vifiting 
Bexhill, or Beckes-hill> a neat village about 
fix miles diftant. Pafs the Library, under 
$he Caftle cliffs, and over 

THE WHITE ROCK, 

On the top of which was a battery with 
three pieces of cannon, taken from our Gallic 
enemies, on board the Sans Parcille, on 
0ie memorable firft of June ; but fince gone 

to 
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to decay : a little beyond which, are the rcr 
mains of a ruin on the edge of theolifF, fuppofed 
to have been St. Leonard's Chapel. About 
a quarter of a mile further on, at a place 
called the ^' Old Woman's Tap/' is the rock 
on which it is fuppofed William the Con- 
queror dined after his landing : it hangs over 
a pool of water, and ftill retains the name of 
the *f Conqueror's Table.'' 

Proceed on to 

BO.PEEP, 

A public-houfe by the road-fide, wheic 
company may have an excellent difh of 
tea and good cream, al frefco^ and enjoy 
a fine profpeft of the fea and Beachy 
Head,, from the hill behind the houfe. 
From Bo-Peep to Biilverhythe is about a 
mile and a half over . the levels, which 
in winter abound with fnipes and wild 
fowl, and fome plover. Here was formerly 
an Haven of the fame name, but no re- 
mains of it are now vifible. In a field be- 
hind the houfe, are the ruins of an ancient 

Church 
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Church or Chapel. The white houfe on the 
cliff, known by the name of the Tent, be- 
longs to Mr. Pelham, from whofe park to 
this place is a private road. From hence 
the road lies through fome pleafant fhady 
lanes ; but being in many parts very narrow, 
it is proper that a carriage fhould have a 
horfeman fome diftance before, in order to 
prevent other carriages from meeting where 
there is not room to pafs. 

BEXHILL 

Is fituated on an eminence that com- 
mands a very extenfive view on every fide. 
Camden fays that this place was much 
frequented by Saint Richard, Bifliop of Chi- 
chefter, who died here. 

PEVENSEY BAY AND CASTLE. 

From Bexhill to Pevenfey is a gradual 
defcent of about feven miles. This place, 
though now a fmall village, was once a 
town of great eminence, and a feaport. It 
is reckoned among thofe ravaged by Earl 

Godwin, 
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Godwin, in the time of Edward the ConfcA- 
for, and gives its name to the Bay, and rape 
Of divifion in which it is fituated. An cn-i- 
graved view is here annexed of this Bay, 
including Beachy Head, and the ruins of 
Haftings Caftle, taken from the field which 
terminates the lane near Mr. Milwafd's 
form. 

Pevenfey Bay is particularly famous for 
being the landing place of William the Con- 
queror, when he came to affert his right to 
the Crown of England again ft Harold ; and 
had he come over with an intention of af- 
fifting, inftead of dethroning him, he could 
not have been permitted to land his troops 
with greater deliberation and fafety, the 
King being with his army oppofiqg an in- 
vafion in the North, and the navy with- 
drawn from the coaft, owing to a report 
which the Duke had fpread, of having laid 
afide his defigns for that year. Mifergble 
infecurity ! — but we order thofe matters 
otherwife now in Suflex. This coaft i$ pow 
lined with troops, and a number of bat- 
teries at proper diftances, which, with the 

numerous 



numerous voluntter cdrps that are eveiy 
where aflembling and arming for mutual de-^ 
fence, render a vifit from our Sans Culottes 
neighbours a matter of much lefs moment 
and concern, than it was feven centuries ago* 

The onty objeft worth particular notice 
here is the Caftle, which is undoubtedly 
of very great antiquity; built, as is evident 
from the number of Roman bricks employ- 
ed in it, out of fome Roman fortrefs ; but 
the name of the builder, with the date c£ 
its ereftion, are equally unknown. Some 
perfons, from the regularity of the ftrata of 
Roman bricks, have been induced to think 
it of Roman conftruftion. 

William the Conqueror being fettled on 
the throne, gave this Town and Caftle to 
Robert, Earl of Morton, in Normandy, 
his brother by his mother^s fide, and cre- 
ated him Earl of Cornwall, which he en- 
joyed, with divers other honours, during the 
reign of that King ; but in the fucceeding 
one of William Rufus, Robert took part 
with his brother Odo, Earl of Kent, in an 

infur- 
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infurrefUon in favour of Robert Cdurthofe; 
and held out this Ciftle againft the King; 
but, on the arrival of the Royal Army, he 
iurrendered; and made his peace. He was 
a very devout perfon, according to the 
jftandard of piety of thofe days — hamelyi 
benefa<3:ions to monafterics ; for, befide what 
he did for other religious houfes, he gave 
to the Abbey of Greiftein, in Normandy; 
the houie of one Engeler, in this town; 
and granted to them, in his foreft of Peven- 
fel, paunage and herbage, with timber for 
repair of their Churches and houfes, and 
fuel for fire. When he died, is not known. 

He was fucceeded in his pofleffionis by 
William, Earl of Morton and Cornwalli 
who, on being refufed the Earldom of 
Kent by Henry I., joined with Robert de 
Belefme, Earl of Shrewfbury, in a rebellion ; 
whereupon the King feized on all his pof- 
feflions> razed moft of his Caftles to the 
ground, and banifhed him the realm. King 
Henry being thus poflefled of this Town 
and Caftle, gave them to Gilbert de Aquila^ 
with all the lands thereunto belonging, 

which 



which werf , in allufion to the name of iti 
owner, ftyled the Honour of the Ea^le. He 
was fucceeded by his foh Ricker, or Richard^ 
who, engaging in an iattempt to reftore Wil- 
liam, the fon of Robert Courthofei to his 
father's honours, his eftates were forfeited, 
and this Caftle and Town reverted to the 
Crown ; but his uncle Rotro procuring hij 
pardon from the King, his eftates were re- 
llored to him: notwithftanding which, he 
again engaged in the fame rebellion, and 
the King, having again feized his lands and 
Caftles, fettled them upon Henry, after- 
wards King, by the name of Henry II. who 
affigned this Town and Caftle of Pevenfey 
to William, fon of King Stephen, who held 
them till Henry's acceffion to the Crown ; 
and in the 4th year of his reign, furrendered 
them to him, upon condition that he, the 
faid William, ftiould have and enjoy, by 
hereditary right, all the lands that belong- 
ed to his father. King Stephen, before he 
became King of England. This honour 
being thus put into the King's hands, he re- 
turned them to Richard de Aquila, whofc 
pofterity enjoyed them fome time quietly. 

In 
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In the fifth year of this reign, the Knightd 
of Pevenfey paid to that King five marks^ 
for what was then ftyled a donum, as ap-^ 
pears by Maddox's Hiftory of the Exche-* 
quer. 

In the fixth of King Jfohn, according to 
the i&me authority, Pevenfey, among othcf 
trading towns, paid a quinxieme, or tax for 
Its merchandife ; and in the ninth of the 
fame reign, the Barons of Pevenfey fined 
forty marks, for licence to build a town 
upon a fpot between Pevenfey and Lang- 
ley ; the fame to enjoy the like privileges 
as the Cinque Ports, and that they might 
have one annual Fair to laft feven days, 
commencing on the Anniverfary of St. John 
the Baptift ; alfo a market every Sunday. 

In the reign of Henry III., Gilbert de 
Aquila, the third of that name, held thi$ 
honour, who by many diforders made him- 
felf obnoxious to the King ; and paffing 
over to Normandy without the Royal li- 
cence, Herfry took that opportunity of feiz- 
ing upon all his effedts^ lands, and Caftles« 

Among 
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Among them was this honour, which in 
the nineteenth year of his reign he granted 
to Gilbert Marfhal, Earl of Pembroke — 
-probably during pleafure ; for the fame 
iCing, in the twenty-fifth year of his reign, 
beftowed it on Peter de Savoy, uncle to his 
Queen, in all likelihood on the lame terms : 
and afterwards, viz^ thirtieth of his reign, 
he granted him the inheritance thereof, 
witli the Caftle and its appurtenances. How 
it came afterwards to the Crown, does not 
appear ; but King Henry again, in the 30th 
of his reign, gave this whole honour to 
Prince Edward and his heirs. Kings of Eng- 
land i fo that it fhould never be fevered 
from the Crown. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Ed- 
ward 11. Robert de Sapy was entrufted with 
this Caftle, as appears by the King's writ, 
recorded in Maddox, direfting him to provide 
it with viftuals and munition. Whether he 
was at that time Sheriff or Conftable of the 
Caftle does not appear. 



Not. 
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Notwithftanding the proviib iftadc by* 
Heniy III. td prevent its beii^ fe^arate^ 
from tlte CTOwn, jret when John of Giuot;^ 
Dukeof Lancafter^ and fourth fon ^f Kix^ 
Edward III. married CoiiiftaDcc(» the &Ac 
heir of Don Pedro^ ^fcincg ^ Cailile, ia 
whofe right he affumed the title of KiBg 
of Caftilc, he^ upon furxendering thcEarl^ 
dom of Richmond^ and all the eilates ax^ . 
lands thereuiito belongingt had k gl^aitt ge<* 
neral in tail of the CafUe and Luecate odT 
Tevenfey, a^ alfo of the free Chapel with- 
in the iaid Caflle ; which, upon his deaths 
returned to the Crown^^ by the ac»iIlon ei 
his fon and heir, Henry IV. who fuccccded 
King Richard IL foon after his father's 
death. Some part of this honour of thp 
Eagle, fay« Camderu King Henry IV. ^ve 
to the family of the PeUiams for their iqyalty 
and valour^ which they ftill enjoy. 

Before the reign of James I. this Caille 
was a parcel of the pofieflions of the Dutchy 
of Lancafter ; for that King, in the cwcaty- 
fecond year of his reign, did, by his letters 
patent, under thefeal of that Dutchy, dated the 

18ch 



' VSik of Juncy grant to EdWard, Earl of Dqr^ 
fct, the offices of Steward of the Honour o^ 
the Eagle, of the Forcft of Aflidown, Caftle 
of Pevcnfcy, and Portreavc of Pcvenfeyi to 
iiold the £une daring his life, 

Pevenfey Caftle occupies a goo4 deal of 
ground^ ilearly half as much as Dover ; th^ 
keep is an irregular polygon, or hexagon, 
ilanked by round towers, with the entrance 
on the weft fide, over a bridge^ and is Sur- 
rounded by a ditch on all fides but the eafL 
In the walls are fevera} ftrata of tiks, qr 
Britifh briqks« 

There arc two entr^ncfss to the Caflle, on^ 
at Pevrnfey, on the mA; the other jtt We/l- 
ium, on the weft. The circumference of 
the inner Caftle is * about feventj^*iive rofi^ 
aBd of the outer walls two hundred an4 
fifty* The infide x)f the inner Caftle confifts 
principally of fix complete arches in large 
towers or baftions, of which two are much 
larger i^an the others, which ans fuppof^d 
to bj»re been the Jcitchen and refedory, or 
o 2 , c^tipg 
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eating room, from the fize of the chimnies, 
^nd the doorways. 

The Biftiop of Bayonne and his forces 
fuftained a fix weeks' fiege in this Caftle, but 
for want of provifions, were obliged to fur- 
render to William Rufus. This is perhaps 
the greateft and moft entire remains of 
Roman building in Great Britain. 

This place, formerly fo famous for (hip- 
ping, is how only acceffible by fmall boats, 
which crowd up a rivulet to it. 

In 1049, Suane, Earl of Oxford, and fen 
of Godwin, Earl of Kent, being obliged to 
fly into Denmark, for having inveigled 
Edgiva, Abbefs of Leominfter, out of her 
houfe, with an intent to marry her, con- 
trary to the laws of thofe times, returned 
with eight fhips, and landed at this town, 
where, having prevailed on his coufin Beorn 
to mediate for him to the King, he took 
him into his fliip to carry him to the' King, 
who was then at Sandwich, under pretence 
of making his peace; but Suane, having 

thus 
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thus got him into his power, carried him to 
Dort, in Holland, where he inhumanly 
murdered him, and caft his body into a 
deep ditch, covering it with mud. Aldred, 
Biftiop of Winchefter, obtained his pardon 
for alluring Edgiva ; but his own confcience 
could not pardon his treacherous cruelty in. 
murdering Beorn, his kinfman, until he 
underwent the penance of going to Jerufa- 
lem barefoot ; , in which journey, he got fo 
much cold, that he died thereof tit Licia, 
in his return home. 

Return through the marfhes, by Wart- 
Ung Hill, tp 

HURSTMONCEAUX, • - 

The Lordfhip and eftate of Godwin, Earl 
of Kent, as appears by Doofnfday Book%. 
When this Caftle was firft built, is uncertaii> ; 
but it appears that Roger de Fiennes made 
the Manor Houfe here his feat, ^nd obtained 
a licence from King Henry VI. to ipake 4 
Caftle of it, and enlarge the park with fix 
hundred acres pfiaqd. It is the largcft and 
Q 3 firmeft 
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fifOKd pieee of brickwor|c in the ^idbtti, 
fbr the tiaie it has been built. There \i 
a deep mote roand |t^ which h&s heei) l^e^M: 
dry fof many years, iiQCI the £des platite4 
with fruit-treei. The fto^ 'v(^ this h6u0; 
were fpaciouc and lofty ; frca^ pne qf which, 
the well-known Cdmedy of the Eteutn^r,, 
or Haunted Houfe* took its r'^ : bm abOiit 
twenty years ago, the whole of the infide, 
the timber^ '^jn^P^ frames, &c. of this 
noble and anckinf huilding were taken 
down by the prefcnt propr^tor, ^ Mr. Hare, 
in order to build a more mp^em ed^ce, at 
pother par^ of fhe park^ 

Adjoining thf park» in the Church, is the 
monionent of the tiiifor^uf^te Loi^ Dacre, 
who fu£Fered death, at the age of twenty- 
ibof, fat t^ie mur^r pf 3ir Nicholas feU 
him% gainekeeper.-:^It muft 1% remarked 
th«t itk ytvLtTm wais nb( of tl^e number whfii 
t&dfisd his ^teth^^ fuiMl fOe aifoeiation ; 
hixt fyettly there a|)petar$ ^ocl^ fererhy in 
^ folit^e. Tli ayowtd dc^gn bf tht 
piMf was ^ ^kt a ^^r from ^^m'^ 
^foionds-^t wiis apt to| fiay hie ieiyant. The 
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.<M-iginaI intent, I grant, wa«bad| but there 
is an bfinitc difierencc between property 
jmd life ! The wanton froKc of yoath might 
be deUghtcd with the hope of fteaKng a 
deer from a neighbouring park, that would 
(hudder at the thought of homicide ! Thomas 
Jjori Dacre might laave been a }«3uth of 
lias deftription; but even the excellence 
of liis ckua^r could not f^Y6 him 6om 
the Monarch's awai4l 

PLP ROAR, 

About two mfles to the noirth-rwcft oi 
(laftings is a fall of water, known by the 
name of the ^ (Hd JRoar/* ia the middle of 
a thick wood. It is a fmall ftream which 
rifes a^ conjQderablp 'diftaace oiT, and rans 
UBDOticeds till it arrives at a rocky preci* 
pice in the wood; ovi^r which it &lls per* 
peniicvi2tr}j about 4& feet, into a baibn be-^ 
]ow. The iitttation {$ beautiftrlly romantic ; 
ftr after Jong heavy irams, a large body of 
iH^tter tumbles over witl^ a tremendou3 
roar, that is heard half a mile off. The 
Dea^eft road to it is over the weftern hill j 
c 4 P^ 
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pafs the windmill, leaving the hop-gardens 
to the Jcft^ through Mrs. Burfield's farnij^ 
from which it is diftant about a mile^^ an4 
forms a moft delightful morning's walk. 

THE COVERS, 

A little elevated above the heach, under a 
moft ftupendous clifF, about two miles ta 
the eaftward, ftands a folitary cottage, called 
the Covers, from a wood clofe by, which 
runs along the (hore^ farther eaft. Here,i 
in ftormy weather, the raging fea ruflieSi 
furioufly againft the hank, threatening to 
undermine it, and overwhelm the inhabit- 
ants with inftant deftrudion. 'Tis an ad- 
mirable fituation for an Hermit, 



" In thefc * drear' folitudcs- 



** Where hcavcnly-pcnfivc Contemplation dwells." 

A path winds through the wood upon 
the hill : thence turn to the right, and gain 
the fummit; a little below which, on the 
other fidci a winding track leads to a recefs, 
pverhangipg the wood^ knpwjp by t|ie name, 
of the 

LOVERS^ 
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LOVERSVSEAT. 

This place is now fpoken of, as it was the 
fcenc of a neighbouring amour. The vifit- 
ants of Haftings, like., true devotees, go 
there in compliment to the paffion — ^youth 
from fympathy-^age to refrefh the fading 
ifppreffion of former attachments. Never 
was imagery better adapted ; not an objeft 
but is calculated to fet the temperament to 
its proper heat — all is various, all is agree-* 
able; here is the majeftic and the iimple. 
The mind receives a thoufand enjoyments 
from a multiplicity of detached views that 
no language can exprefs. Here is fubjedt 
matter for a School of Painters; they may 
fucceed in the defcription, though the 
writer is defeated. 

^* 1 tread on claflic ground/' fays the itine- 
rant fcholar : *^ the recolled:ion of ancient 
genius captivates ' every fenfe, and I per^ 
ceive the infpiration of the facred Nine ! 
jHere is the laurel that grows by Nature's' 
prdinance, a proper trophy for the tomb of 

Mars. 
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Mars. There is the fpot where Cicero fur-» 
pifed multitudes with his eloquence i and 
'% the folidity of argument, fecured the 
decree of juftice for his client." 

^Tis pofSble the fenfations of fuch men, 
und Co (itu^t^d, may be exquiQte ! Can they 
be compared to the delight youthful fenfi-. 
bility experiences, when apprized of the fane- 
tiiary where love^ devoted mortals h»vc ex^ 
changed the mutual pledge of faith ? 

U Wliere heart nicet$ hetfty fcdprooiUy folk, 
f« £ach other's pi|iow tp repoft diviQe.** 

y oyNG.— -iV^Ai thf S^cotid^ 

The fituation of this enchanting fpot is 
pcrhap$ not to be equaled ^oy whercw 
Beneath your feet ^s a ftupendous precipice j; 
at the bottom is a wood^ the verdure of 
which relieves tl^e eye, tnd takes off from 
the honor infpired by the craggy height; 
and before you is th^ wide cxpanfe of wa- 
ters than which, froin (hat el(;y4ted ilation» 
9 finer fight cannot be imagined* The fol^ 
lowing beautiful and (u^iime deicription of 

a ftormi 



H ftorm, from Oflian, may npt here be 
thought malrd^-propos^ 

^ The Horm gathers in the wellern horizon, and fpreadi 
** its black mantle before the Moon. It comes for-' 
** ward in the majelly pf darkness, n^qvlng upon th« 
1« wings of the blaft. The lightning from the rifted 
V clond fiaihes before it \ the thunder rolls among the 
«* mountains in ^ts tear. ^\\ Nature \% reftlefs aa4 
f* uneafy* 

f * The Ox lies wakeful on the mot^ntiailn m6f|, I^fe heart 
** Xht ftottn tearing throiigh the branches of the trees--? 
<! he ftarts-r*^ lie$ down s^gain. 

f The Hfcatb-Cppk lifts V%s he^d at intervals; and ns- 
f < torns \X under his wing« 

P The Owl leaT<;s her unHhilhed dirge ; and fits, ruffled 
^< in her feathers, in a clift of the blafted oak. 

^ r The fam|(hed Fox ihrin'ks* fron^ the iiorm, and fecks 
<< tl|e ihelter of his den. 

f * The Cottager, alarmed, leaps ftom his pallet in the 
•* lowly but. He raifes his decayed fire. Mis wet 

. *< dogs Aneke arevnd him. He half opens his cabnei 
f' door^ aad looks out; but be ivliantlj retreats from 
f< the terrors of tiie night. 

f * Now Ike whole ftorm defcends. The mountain tor« 
f * leats join their impetttous ftrcams«- 

*' The 
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** The Sea rover paufes on the beach. With a face of 

" wild defpair he looks around ; . he recolledbs neither 

•* rocks nor precipices ; ftill he urges his bewildered 

** way ; he trembles at the frequent flafh. The thun- 

<* der burfts over his head. The mountain billows 

** roar aloud. He ^attempts the rapid ford.-— Heard you 

^* that fcrcam ! It was the ihriek of death ! 

•* How tumultuous is the foaming furgc ! The waves, rc- 
** founding, lalh the rocks ; while the ihattered bark 
** is da(h*d on the inhofpitable (hore. 

** What melancholy fhade is that fitting on the lonely 
<* beach ! I juft difcern it, faintly ihadowed 'out by 
'< the pale beam of the moon, paffing through a thin 
** robed cloud. It is a female form. Her eyes are 
<< fixed on the waves. Her di(hevelled hair floats 
«* loofe around her arm, which fupports her penfive 
** head. Ah ! mournful Maid ! dofb thou flill cxped: 
** thy lover over the briny ocean. Thou fawefl hia 
** didant bark at the dole of the day, dancing upon 
«* the feathery waves ; thy breaft throbs with fuf- 
^* penfe ; but thou knowcfl not yet, that h?* lies a 
^' corpfe upon the ihore !" 



Fropi Lovers' Scat, either dpfcend through 
the wood to the beach, or return along 
the valley \xp to Mn Dugdall's farm-houfe, 
frojtfa which is a noble profpeft of the fea to 
9 confiderable diftancc, eaft and weft, . 

Return 
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Return home by Mr. Milward's farm, 
or ftrike off to Fairlight Down, and fo to 
Haftings by the turnpike road* 

To thofe who are fond of walking, a va- 
riety of paths prefent themfelves in every 
direftion, through a country beautifully va- 
riegated with hills and vallies, woods and 
rivulets ; abounding every where with the 
moft enchanting views and pidturefque 
fcenery. Ecclefbourne and the fi(h-ponds 
to the eaftward; the hop-gardens to the 
north-weft, together with feveral others 
nearly in the fame diredion, will afford 
ample gratification to the amateurs of a 
romantic country. 

** Come, my companions, ye who feel the charmf 
** Of nature and the year— come, let us ftrajr 
♦* Where chance or fancy leads our roving walk ; 
** Come, while the foft voluptuous breezes fan 
** The fleecy heavens, enwrap the limbs in balm, 
" And ihed a charming languor o'er the foul." 

** But if the toilfome walk o'er hill and dale 
•* Exceed your flrength ------*' 

«<--.. go, mount th* exulting deed/ ' 

Armsteono. 

The 
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The Rides about HiiUngs are iiumetotiJ»> 
pleaiant^ and extend ve; to iky nothing of 
the (hort morning cxcarfions near town, of 
which there are many. The roads to the 
villages of Breed, Weftfield, Hollington^ 
and many others^ lie through ampft charming 
country, diverfified with unbounded land-^ 
icapes^ andfomeof Nature'6chQiceft£:enes* 

FAIRLIGHT DOWN. 

At a little didance from this, ne^ the 
edge of the cliff, is the Signal Hoiife, whicJbi 
was ere<5ted during the late war. From 
Hailings to the wind-roiU oi; Fairlight 
Down, is about two miles ; a pleaianjt 
walk, or an eafy ride. About an hundred 
yards fo»th-eaft from the miUt among the 
furze, is a large ftuoip. This is the moft 
elevated part of the Down, and was one of 
General Roy's ftations, for determining the 
relative fituadons of the obfenratories of 
Greenwich and Paris. Near this J5>ot aJfois 
one of the fire-beacons. 

From hence, the view on every fide is 
5 fcarcely 
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ik^lcdy td Ibe pamUekd h\ the kiRgdooK 
TJk Britifli Channel, from Btachy Head {p 
the South Foreland^ pt^fents an unbouoded 
profpcd, iavc where Boulogne hiils uplift 
thekidufky fides. Juft under the Foreland 
lies Dover, vrhoic pier-^heads may be &ea 
on a clear day* But it ought here to ht 
^b&^ed, that the evening, about an hoar or 
two before funfet, k the proper tin>e fer 
enjoying the views from this Ipot, in their 
gtsateift beauty. At this time, the length- 
ened fianbeams juft gild the qiotrataiM' 
brow^ and point where the village fteepfe 
rifes with majeflic grandeur above the deep 
embofomcd wood. Every houfe and cot- 
tage now rears its head amidfl: the furround- 
tng verduj:e« 

*^ Heavcm ! yth^A a goodly profpeift ^feads around ^ 
** Of hills, atid dalea, and woods, and lawns, and fplm, 
•• And glittcrins: towns, and ^* ocean wide," till all 
'< The ilretching landfcape mto fmoke decays P ' 

Thomsom. 

The towns of Winchelfca, Rye, Lydd, 
New Romney, Tenterden, and villages in« 
numerable^ may be {ton from this ipot ap 

a clear 
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a clear evening. Acrofs Rye Bay is Dungc*^ 
nefs Point, on which ftands the Light 
Houfe, a beautiful and lofty new building, 
furnifhed with refle<3:ors that throw a light 
to a great diftance : notwithftanding which, 
a nuoiber of veflels are wrecked there in 
thick llormy weather. The old Light Hoofe 
was firft projedled by Mr. Allen, a Gold- 
(micfa, of Rye, in the reign of King James. 

Defcend Fairlight Down, through fome 
pleafant lanes, to the village of Gueftling, 
near which is 

BROOMHAM PARK, 

The feat of the late Sir William A(h. 
burnham, Bifliop of Chichefter, a family 
of very high antiquity in this country. The 
h'oufe, park, and gardens are well worth 
vicwbg. From hence to 

WINCHELSEA, 

Is about four miles. This is one of 
t^c two ancient towns ; and by Johnfon, in 

his 
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nis Atlas, it is reported to have been a city 
in, the time of the Romans, included with 
Rye, under the land of Staninges. It was, 
as appeareth by a Charter of Henry III. 
given by Edward the Confeflbr to the Abbot 
and Monks of Fifchamp, or Feckam, in 
f ranee, and afterwards granted and con- 
firmed by King William and King Henry, 
with their liberties, free cuftoms, pleas, 
plaints, and caufes ;* but after that, by King 
Henry HI. in the 31ft year of his reign, 
exchanged with the faid Abbot and Monks 
for the Manor of Chilceham, or Chelten- 
ham, in Gloucefterfhire, and taken into his 
own hands. * 

The fite of the firft town, called by this 
niame, is iuppofed to be near the Comber 
Point, upon a fpot which is now overflowed. 
Tradition informs us that about the middle 
of the ISth century, the inhabitants were 
driven by the fea from this fituation ; and 
an old book, without a title-page, which 
was lately* in the pofleffion of a refpeftable 
inhabitant, has the following paffage : — ^^ In 

the 

* This book was lent to the late Surveyor General of 
H Suffcx 
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the month of October, in the year 1250, 
the moon being in its prime, the Tea 
pafled her accuftomed bounds, flowing 
twice without ebb, and made fo horrible a 
noife, that it was heard a great way inland, 
not without the aftonifhment of the oldeft 
men that heard it. Beiides this, at dark 
night, the fea feemed to be a light fire, 
and to burn, and the v/aves to beat with one 
another, infomuch that it was past the mari- 
ners' fkill to fave their ihips : and to omit 
others, at a place called Huchcburn (proba- 
bly Eaft or Hither- Bourne) three noble and 
famous (hips were fwallowed up by the vio- 
lent rifing of the waves, and were drowned. 
And at Winchelfea, a certain haven, eaft- 
ward, befides cottages for fait, fifhermen's 
huts, bridges, and mills, above three hundred 
houfes, by the violent rifing of the waves, 
were drowned/' 

In a book remaining with the records of 
the town of Rye, is the following paflage, 

Suffex, and returned by him (as is the frequent praAice) 
from OfEcer to Officer, but unfortunately never reached the 
owner. 

which. 
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which, though it differs in point of date 
with the former, yet agrees in the main 
point, of tlie town being drowned. 

** Be it remembered, that in the year of our 
Lord 1287, in the even of St. Agath the 
Virgin, was the town of Winchelfea drowned, 
and all the lands between Climefden and the 
vocher of Hithe. The fame year was fuch 
plenty of corn throifghout all. the counties 
of England, Scotland, and Wales, that a 
quarter of wheat was fold for two- (hillings/* 

But this tremendous event, though at laft 
fudden, appears to have given warning of its 
approach ; for we are not informed that the 
lives of the inhabitants were loft, or, perhaps, 
much of their moveable property. On the 
contrary, we are told that they formed a new 
fettlement, and purchafed part of the parifh 
of Ickleftiam, moft advantageoufly chofen to 
defend them from a like calamity. 

This hill, on which the prefent town of 

Winchelfea ftands, is about a mile and a 

half from the fea, and is fuppofed to have borne 

H 2 the 
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the name of Higham^ or Petit Iham, as does 
the Manor at this day, in contradiflindion 
of the other part of the pariflj, called Icclef- 
ham, or Ecclelham, from the fituation of the 
Church. That it was purchafed of, and 
annexed to Winchelfca, is fypported by 
ftrong collateral teftimony ; for the Vicar of 
Icclcfham adually receiver an annual pen* 
iaon from his Majefty's Exchequer^ in far 
fadtionf as it has always been underftood, 
for the tithes of th^t part of this pari^, 
which the inhabitants of Old Wiachel^^ 
were allowed to purchafe^ and annex to 
their's. 

The hill is near two miles in circumfe- 
rence^ and regularly divided into iquares^ 
CGintaining about two acres and a quarter of 
ground. The number pf thefe is now un- 
known> but as far as thirtyrnine may be 
pretty well afcertained. The houfes formed 
the outline^ with gardens behind them ; and 
the ftreets, which are fpacious^ interfeft 
every where at right angles. This plan 
was admirably adapted both to health and 
conveniences and when in full popidation, 

muil 
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muft hzve kid an elegant and beautiful 
apl^eardnce. 

Each bf the three approaches iis fortified 
fey a gate, called Newgate, Strandgate, and 
Laiitfgate, whofe mafbnry is at this time 
in tolerable! prefervation ^ and as long as the 
forrbtfrtding level was overflowed by the ^a, 
tfes Was a fuffitient defence : nor is there the 
ft&lalleft vcftige of a'hy other. The former 
6f thefe gaffes is diftant from the two latter 
about three quarters of a mile, and thefe re- 
IpeSively from each other, about a quarter 
6f a nfiile. It muft here be obferVed, that 
Ihe prefent road to Icclefliam led only to a 
Wharf or Dock, at the bottom of the hilf, 
iiid therefore wanted no gate for the fccurify 
of the town. 

In Ihe reign of Edward III. Anno. 1358^ 
the French attacked and deftroyed the town 
in part ; and in the reign of Richard 11. 
Anno 1379* they landed again, and, as it 
appears from the firft-mentioned book, " flew 
aH fuch as did oppofe them, fparing no order, 
age, or fex." 

H 3 From 
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From the fliort interval between thefe 
calamitous events, and the foundation of the 
town, it may reafonably be queftioned if it 
was ever completely finifhed ; but the many 
Spacious vaults which have been found, fome 
cafually within thefc few years, are a fuffi- 
cicnt evidence that it was numeroufly, if not 
fully inhabited. Queen Elizabeth, in a tour 
fhe made along the coaft, in the year 1573, 
paifed through this town, and was fo much 
pleafed with the place and iituation, that (he 
called it Little London, 

A confiderable traffic appears, to have 
been carried on, but of what fort is only 
conjecture ; though from its relative fituation 
to Boulogne fur mer, and from fimilar vaults 
there in ufe at this d^y, it is not improba- 
ble that this was the mart for French wines 
imported to England, before the trade of 
Portugal was eftablifhed* 

The remains of three parifh Churches, 
which, as Lambard affirms, were (landing 
within memory when he wrote, which was 
in 1575, are a further evidence of its popu- 
lous 
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lous and advanced ftate. They were dedi- 
cated to St. Leonard, St, iEgidius or Gyles, 
and St. Thomas, probably a Beckett, a 
Saint who was in great repute about this 
time. St. Gyles, with the Churchyard, 
occupied a fquare on the weft fide of the 
hill ; but the Church has been, for time . 
immemorial, a heap of ruins. Thefe are 
now fo entirely removed, that no veftige of 
it remains, though the fite is well known, 
St. Leonard's Church was fituate on a bold 
promontory, extending itfelf irregularly to- 
wards the weft and fouth-weft. The eaft 
fide of the tower has, to this day, withftood 
the impetuous winds to which it is expofed; 
but the other parts are level with the ground. 
This parifl), which is very fmall, is in the 
liberty of Haftings. The Church of St» 
Thomas, with the Churchyard, occupies 
pne of the center fquares, and, if we may 
judge from its remains, was a Urge and beau- 
tiful building. The Chancel, which is fpa- 
cious and lofty, is now ufed by the parifti- 
ioners for their place of worftiip. The walls 
on the fouth and weft, are finely fpread with 
ivy, which has a folemn and majeftic appear- 
H 4 ancc. 
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znce. The north and fouth tranfcpt is ftill 
a fine ruin, but there are no traces of any 
thing more. The infide of it is regular aiid 
ckgaat, but in want of fome advantages, 
which the prefent ftate of the parifh does 
not permit ; a great part of the land being 
loft by the encroachments of the fea, and 
inore rendered ufelefs every day by the drift- 
ing of the fand. The fouth aifle contains 
two monuments of Knights Templars, who, 
if they are aftually buried here, muft have 
been among the lateft of their famous order ; 
and alfo a modern oqc to the memory of 
John Stewart, Efq. late Commander of the 
Mount Stewart Eaft Indiaman, The middle 
aifle is the longeft and moft fpacious, but 
contains nothing remarkable. Ii? the north 
are two monuments of Monks, as appears from 
their habit, but who, or what they were, is 
uncertain ; and in the Veftry-room is ano- 
ther Knight Templar, in excellent prefer-? 
vation. 

At the fouth- weft corrjer of the Church- 
yard flood a fquare tower, detached from 
any building, which probably contained the 

bells ^ 



HastiiSgs GClDfi. 105 

bcHs; btrt, beirrg ilfelcfs and dailgferous, 
with the conftnt of the Biflibp ^nd Patron, 
ft v^iS lately removed by the Redtor. the 
living is in the private patrotiage of thd 
kight Rev. Sit William Afliblii-nham, 
fiifhop of Cbichefter ; and thfr prefent in- 
cnmbent is the Rev. t)rake Hollingberry, 
M. A. 

There tvere Alfo, according to tradition, 
fourteen or fifteen Chapeli, which proba- 
bly belonged to as many religioiis honfes. 
^he gable ends of feveral of them are liovV 
ftatiding, and the remains of many otherS 
afe eafily difcovefable. I'he moft perfeA 
}s that which is now called the Friars, th6 
pfbperfy of Mr. Holford, a great part of 
Whofe chapel is ftariding, and particular!)^ 
ftn arch of uncomindn extent and beauty ; 
but the cloifters are takeii av\ay, arid 
the cells converted into a family houfe, 
occupied by the Luxford family. Thi^ 
Monaftery is fuppofed to have been 
founded by William de Biickinghani, wh6. 
dedicated it to the Virgin Mary. Its ^oitef- 
^o'ns were confirmed by Edward IIL ; and 

according 
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according to Tanner, it. was a houfc of Grey 
Friars. In the Coiled:. Anglo-Minorit. 
P. 2. page 12. it is faid to be the third houfe, 
in the cuftody of London, in the old cata- 
logue of the Francifcan Order. After the 
diflblution, the fite was granted, in the 36th 
of Henry VIII. to William CUfFord and 
Michael Wildbore. 

The municipal eftablifliment of this town 
is the fame as Rye and all the Cinque Ports, 
and ftill enjoys many privileges and exempt- 
ions in common with the reft. The prefent 
Mayor, or Chief Magiftrate, is Thomas 
Martin, Efq. From the circumftancc of 
no limb or member being attached to 
Winchelfea, as there arc to the reft of the 
ports, it fhould feem that this town was 
formerly of greater importance than the 
other ports, not requiring any affiftance to 
defray the expence of furnifhing its quota of 
ihips and men. Compared with what she was, 
her prefent fituation is a melanchaly con- 
traft, reduced to a village, containing about 
four hundred inhabitants, and deftitute of all 
trade and commerce ; but ftill retaining the ^ 

privilege 
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privilege of fending two Burgcflcs to Par- 
liament. 



The prcfent members arc William Car- 
rie, Efq. and William Devaynes, Efq. The 
Seal of the Town is a curious piece of an- 
tiquity. On one fide appears the front of a 
beautiful gothic Church, probably that of 
St, Thomajs, before mentioned, enriched with 
the figures of fevcral Saints, in niches and 
other hiftorical embellishments. Around it is 
the following diftich of Monkifli verfe. 

'EgidiOy ThomoBf laadum plebs cantica prome 
Ne fit in Angaria grez fuus amne, ria. 

On the reverfc is a fhip of war, rigged 
and manned, probably after the model Gf 
thofe fent by this port. Around it is this 
infcry)tion-^ 

Sigillam Baronum domini Regis Anglia de Winchellea. 

Tlie/e were formerly two markets, one 

for cattle, kept on a fpot which ftill retains 

ihe najgtie of Monday's Market; the other 

n on 
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on Fridays, for butcher's meat and other 
neccffaries : but both are at prefent unfre- 
quented. There is likewife an annual Fair 
for ftock and pedlary goods on the 14th of 
May, which, though diminiftied, is ftill of 
fome refort. 

This place, though now fo fmall, con- 
tains a number of genteel families, and ibme 
good ihoufes. Here was formerly a confider- 
able manufaftory of cambrics, which oc- 
cupied part of one of the old fquares ; but 
the proprietors, after exhaufting the greatefl: 
part of their capital in eredting workshops, 
and two large houfes (now the property of, 
and inhabited by, the Rev. Mr. HoUingberry, 
arid Francis Denne, fifq.) for the principal 
managers, failed ; and the ^hole was let to 
Meflrs. Kirkman, Nouaille, and Clay, who 
eflablifhed an Italian Crape ManufaAory, 
and carried it on with great fucqefs for a 
number of years. Since that has beieri given 
up, the buildings have been converted into 
barracks for the troops quartered there. 

It was here that the tv«ro noted Weftons 

refided 



HASTINGS GUIDE. 10^ 

re/ided for fooxe months in great fplendour^ 
prior to their being taken iato cuftody^ aQ4 
where indeed they were firft difcoyered. 
They came here under the afluqied mmfi» 
of Mr. Johnfon and Mr. —— — ; took the 
Houfe called the Friars, making a very gen- 
teel appearance, with their hunters, and fer- 
yants in livery ; by which mea»s, aqd the 
philaatfaropic hofpitality of the inhabitants^ 
they were foon received into the genteelelb 
company of the place, gave grand eatert^io- 
ments, and fo far ingratiated themielves 
into the general good opinion, that one of 
them, Mr. Johnfon, was adtually made 
Churchwarden. 

From hence take the xoad through die 
-Strandgate; pafs the New Harbour over a 
drawbridge, eredted about thirty years ago^ 
on making this cut up to Rye: but after 
fpending immenfe fvuns of money here ajid 
at Rye, the whole works have proved Aearly 
ufelefs, both the cuts being choked up 
with fand and beach ; but the fea, as if to 
make fomc recompence for the money fo 

ufelefsly 
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ufclefsly lavifhed, has opened a nook, a little 
to the eaftward of the New Harbour, capable 
of receiving a number of floops and other 
fmall craft. 



WINCHELSEA CASTLE. 

When over the bridge, ftrike into the 
Marfh, v^rhere, at an equal diftance between 
Rye and Winchelfea, but not far from the 
fea, ftands Winchelfea or Camber Caftle. 
This is one of thofe Caftles built by King 
Henry VIIL for the prote<3:ion of the coaft. 
It is thought by fome to have been buik on, 
or with the ruins of a more ancient fabric, 
and is faid to have coil twenty-three thoufand 
pounds. It has long been difmantled, and 
is now in a very ruinous ftate ; but the fouter- 
reins, which are extenfive, are tolerably 
complete. It belongs, at prefent, to Sir 
William Afhburnham, proprietor of the 
eftate on which it is built* 

RYE. 

Proceed on to Rye, fo named from the 

Britifli 
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Britifli word Rhy, lignifying a ford, and im- 
porting the place where the rivers of Roth er 
and Ree were yet fordablc. This is one of the 
two ancient towns, enjoying like privileges 
with the reft of the Ports. It fends two 
members to Parliament. The town, which 
is built on a hiU, confifts of feveral ftreets* 
In the time of Edward III. it was enclofed 
-with walls, part of which, on the weft fide, 
are yet {landings as is likewife the land, or 
north gate, leading into the country towards 
Kent ; the poftern-gate leading to the New 
Conduits the ftrand, or fouth gate, leading 
towards Winchelfea, where the Old Harbour 
was ; and the gun-garden, adjoining to Ipres 
Tower, built by William de Ipre, Earl of 
Kent, and from him fo called ; fince pur- 
chafed by the Corporation, of one Mr. New- 
berry, about the 10th year of Henry VII. 
and ufed to keep Court in till the building of 
the Town Hall (whence it acquired the 
name of the Court Houfe), and then was 
converted into a prifon. Befides the Chapel 
of St. Clare (now ufed for a Powder Houfe), 
the Chantry of St. Nicholas, the Chancel 
•whereof is ftill kept for an Ammunition 

Houfe, 
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lioufe^ there was a monaftery of the Friars 
Heremites of St. Auguiline^ the Chapel 
whereof is yet ftanding. 

This town wa$ burned by the Frenchi 
in the reign of Richard II. and again in that 
of Henry VI. in which it is fbpppfcd the 
old Records and Charters of the Tow^i 
periihed ; becaufe none older than hi$ 2Jtk 
year, except fonxe fragments, a/e to be found. 
By the fame conflagration, the Old Church, 
it is thought, fyifered alfo; and this^ no^if^ 
ftanding, built fince : the forn^r flood neaf 
to Jpres Tower, on the fpot yet called the 
OJd Churchyard. Henry VJI. vilited Rye 
in the third year of his reign, as did Queen 
Elizabeth in the year 1573. In the y^ar 
1563 a peflUence carried oiF, in the ia;iontfa^ 
of Augufl, September, and Qdober, $63 
perfons. Afterwards, it was repkniO^ed by 
the French, who iheltered themfclyes herp 
from the mafTacres in France in 1572 5 a^id 
in 1582, the French inhabitants in Rye cour 
filled of 1534 perfons. It fufFered /eye;rejy 
by another plague in 1596, and jagaia ifi 
1625 : and by the fmaU^pox in 1^54 ^i^d §$, 
3 and 
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and again in 1654 and 53. It loil many 
Veflels in the time of the wars between the 
KMg and Parliament^ all which have added 
tQ the decay thereof. King Charles II. paid it 
a vifit. in May 1673, when the Englifli and 
French fleetis lay in the Bay> in fight of the 
tbwni 

Here ^vas i grammar-fchool built by 
Irbomas Peacock, Gent, one of the Jurats of 
ithe town, in the year 1636^ and endowed 
fcy him with the yearly revenue of £35. 
TheS. W.— S.— SE.—E.— andNi E. fides of 
the town haVe been much wafted by the fea, 
cfpecially the two latter 5 from whence have 
been wafhed fome ftreets, with the boddings 
gate^ and wall leading therefrom to the land- 
gate. 

From Rye, return along the wall to the 
New Harbour ; pafs the drawbridge, and 
keep ftraight on by Braggs (commonly called 
the New Harbour Houfe) into 



PETT 
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PETT LEVELLi 

Which IS about three miles acrofs. In 
hard weather thefe levels abound with 
fnipes and wild fowl in the numerous 
ditches and pools of water. If the tide is 
low, it is a pleafant ride along the fand& 
to Haftings— the diftancc from the harbour 
about feven miles ; or take the lane, paffing 
feveral farmhoufes, till you arrive at Fair- 
light Church, from whence is a very exten- 
five and beautiful profpeA. Proceed over the 
Down to Haftings. 

HOLLINGTOlSr CHURCH- 

In the middle of a wood, about four miles 
from Haftings, ftands HoUington Church, 
remarkable for the Angularity of its fifua- 
tion, not having a houfe or hut of any kind 
within a quarter of a mile ; nor is there any 
account when or by whom it was built. 
The road to HoUington Corner, as it u 
called, lies over the white rock to the right ; 
when you enter a pleafant lane, and pafs a 

farm- 
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armhoufe on the right, called Bohemia, 
occupied by Mr. Fofter, and famous for 
plenty of fine cream ; on which account it is 
much frequented in the fummer by tea and 
lyllabub parties. Near the houfe are the 
ruins of a Church or Chapel, now com- 
verted into a barn, and known by tjie name 
of the Chapel Bam. When at HoUington 
Corner, the road turnis off to the right and 
left 5 that to the left leads out by Mr. Farii- 
combs, on Bulverhythc Lcvell, to the right to 

BEAUPORT, 

Which wis the feat of the late GeneralMur- 
ray, and now the property of Sir James Bland 
Burgefsj a handfome, modern-built houfe, 
fituated on ah eminence, nearly half way 
between Battle and Haftings, and command- 
ing a very extenfive view on every fide. This 
feat is named after Beauport, near Quebec, in 
Canada; at the redudtion of which, in 1759, 
General Murray a<fted a very diftinguiflied 
part.— After quitting Beauport, purfue the 
turnpike to Haftings : about half way on the 
right is Ore Place and Church, another feat 
1 2 belonging 
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belonging t6 the General. From hence is a 
very fiuc view of Haftings Caftk, the fca, 
and furrounding country. Through l^iele 
grounds enter a lane which leads to liifiiogt^ 
by the Limekilns. 

BAITLE ABBEY, 

' The Town of Battle, which is about fevcn 
miles from Haftings on the London road^ 
and derives its name from the great battle 
fought there between Harold, King of Eng- 
land, and William, Duke of Normandy, 
afterwards furnamed the Conqueror, is fmall, 
confifting of only one ftreet indifferently 
built. The Church is a neat building, the 
incumbent whereof is ftyled the Dean of 
Battle. Here is a Charity School for forty 
boys. The trade of this Town confifts 
chiefly in making gunpowder, which is 
eftecmed the beft in Europe. King Henry L 
granted a market to be kept here upon every 
Lord's day, as was ufed in feveral other 
places in his time, free from all duties what* 
ever 5 but Anthony, Vifcount Montague, 
who, about the year I6OO, built himfelf a 
beautiful houfc here, obtained an Adt of Par- 
liament 
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Jiamatt to remove it to Thurfdays^ as it now 
coatiQues. 

But what is moft worthy of obfervation at 
tbis plsice, is the Abbey, built by the Con- 
queror, the year after the battle, on that part 
of the field where the action had raged 
the fierceft ; the high altar ftanding on the 
very fpot where the dead body of Harold 
was found, or, according to fbme, where 
his Aandard was tal^en up. It was dedicated 
to St. Martin, and filled with Benedi^inc 
Monks from the Abbey of Mormontier, in 
Normandy. The King intended to have 
endowed it with lands fufficient for the main- 
tenance of one hundred and forty Monks^ 
but was prevented by death. He, however, 
looted it fundry prerogatives and immuni- 
ties, j0milar to thofe enjoyed by the Monks 
of <pkfift Church, Csinterbury : fuch as the 
ejKCclufive right of inqueft on all murders 
committed within their lands ; treafure 
trove, or the property of all treafures found 
4po their eftates ; Free Warren, an exemp- 
tion for themfelves and tenants from all 
epiicopal and other ecclefiaAical jurifdidtion : 

I 3 alfc 
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alfo this peculiar right of fanduary, that if 
any perfon adjudged guilty of hoiDicidoj; 
or any other crime, fhould fly to that 
Church, no harm ihould be done him, and 
he (hould be difmiflcd entirely free. But, 
above all, he gave to the Abbot the royal 
.power of pardoning any condemned thief he; 
ihould cafually pafs by, or meet going to ex- 
ecution. He alfo beftowred on them all the 
land for a league round their houfe 5 like- 
wife the Manor of Wye, in Kent ; both free 
from all aids, impofitions, and fervices. 

He likewife gave them his royal cuftoma 
in Wye, together with his right of wreck 
in Dengemarfli (a member thereof), as alib 
that of any great or royal fifh, called Crafli- 
pies, which ihould be there driven on ihore, 
except where it happened without certain 
limits; in which cafe, they were to have 
only two parts of the fifh and the tongue^ 
thefe being what the King ufually had. 

Befides thefe, he endowed them with the 
Manors of Aldfiflon, in SuflTcx ; Lymsfield, 
in Surrey; How, in Effex; Craumere, in 

Oxford-^ 



HASTINGS GUIDi:. Il9 

Oxforddiire ; and Brifwalderton^ in Berk- 
(hire, with divers other lands ; together 
with the Churches of Radingsand Colunton^ 
in Devonfliirc j alfo that of St. Olave's^ af- 
terwards the Priory of St. Nicholas, Exeter: 
Moreover, he confirmed to them all gifts of 
lands, beftowed by his fubjed:s, to be held 
as free as thofe granted by himfelf. The 
Abbey of Brecknock, in Wales, was alfo 
;^erwards made a cell to thk houfe. 

At the diffolution, the eftates of this hau& 
were valued, the twenty-fixth of Henry 
VIIL according to Dugdale, at^.880 14s. 7d. 
per annum : Speed, of.987 Os. lOd.; 
when penfions were affigned to fcveral of 
the Monks. The fitc was granted by that 
King to one Gilmer, who firft pulled down 
many of the buildings, in order to difpofe 
of the materials, and afterwards fold the 
land to Sir Anthony Brown, whofe defcend- 
ants began to convert it into a manfion- 
houfe ; but it long remained unfinifhed. It 
was afterwards, however, fo completed, as 
to become habitable. Sir Thomas Webftcr 
long refiding in it ; in which family it ftill 
1 4 remains. 
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remains, being inhabited at pfefeAt by th(|i 
Dowager Lady Webfter. 

Though this Abbey 19 in part demolifhed^ 
yet the magnificence of it appears by the; 
ruins of the cloifters, &c. and by the larger 
nefsof the hall, kitchen, and gatehoufe; which 
laft is entirely prefervcd, and makes a very 
. grand appearance as you ride down the 
town. Jn it are held feflions and other 
meetings for this peculiar jurifdidion, which 
has ftill great privileges belonging to it. 
What the hall was, when in its glory, may 
be conceived by its dimenfions, being in 
length fifty paces : part of it is now ufed as 
a hay-barn. It was leaded ; part of the lead 
yet remains, .^and the reft is tiled. As to the 
kitchen, it "Was fo large as to contain five 
fire-places, and was arched at top-; but the 
extent of the whole Abbey may be better 
afcertained by its circumference, it bein^ 
computed at no Icfs tlian a mile. 

In the Church of the Abbey, the Con- 
queror offered up his fword and royal robe, 
^hich he wore on the day of his coronation* 

' ' The 



The. B^l^ks kept tbef^ till their Hippreffion^ 
and ufed to (hew them as great curiofities; 
likcwife a table pf the Norman gentry whq 
pame iato England with the Conqueror. 

In the year 1381, the then Abbot of 
B^ttle^ Hamo of Offinton, it is fuppofedj» 
Signalized himfelf in a very courageous man^ 
mcr^ in repulfing a body of F^enchi^ who 
fiad landed^ and attacked Rye and Winchel-: 
fea I to which latter place the Abbot re-? 
paired with what force he could mufter, and 
fortifying it, kept the enemy at bay till fuch 
time as the country gpntlemen aflembled ia 
a body ; and coming to his afllilance, drove 
the French from the iiland. 

It would require much time and minute 
inveftigation to remark the fcparate points 
that command the fpeAators' attention in 
this celebrated pldc*. The grounds are de- 
lightfully fituated, the profpedl rich and 
yarious ; you fee Standard and Tellman hills : 
the firmer, by tradition, is the fppt where 
William creded his confecrated colours— the 
latter, the place where his army was muf- 

' tered* 
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tered. Ope man alone Mras mif^n§.;^tj^g, 
Ipfs^ cQmpared with the number of folRwers. 

In thie Keep m%y l)e ftill difcovcrcd the 
prifon, hanging poft, and two carved heads, 
placed in oppofite dire<^ions> one of Harold, 
the ojther of his viftorious oppofer. They ar« 
in fine prcfervation, though the ceiling of 
a gateway belonging to the Abbey, appears 
a ftrange place* for the exhibition of mdriarr 
chy : Williapi is crowned, and views hi§ exr 
afperated enemy with ferenity ahd compp^ 
fure. It cannot be fuppof^d that Ihe ma^gr 
nanimous Norman could delight in a triumph 
after deat}i ; ^nd it certainly betrays a fpe- 
cies of favagifm in thie contrivers of fuch « 
deipicable infult to the memory of a fallen 
man, who, after balancing every fro and 
con, was certainly as brave to t^e full, and 
probably asjuft as the hero of St. Valeiy. 
Such is the difference of pofTefiion— -the fun 
mifplaced, would have no worfhippers: Harold 
had lofl^'his diadem, and his fall obliterated 
the remembrance of every virtue he once 
pofTeiTed. 

" 1 o 



*' 



m 



.^ << To vvhat ba(e afeft may we not return ? 
" The foul of Csefar, dead, and tum'd to day, "^ 
^*' Migbt patch a^wll to keep the wind away, • * 



Horfes feed in the ftcred fanAuary ! The 

ftone that God devoted^ Churchmen trod, 

lis now the dormitory for Lady Webftcr-s 

cattle I ' ' , 

But the infenfible quadrupeds, feeding m 
calm enjoyment, ne'er think of the fplendour 
they debafe. v 

The cells were a fin? contraft ! Thefe 
might have f^ited the infenfibllity of the 
animal ; yet^^e the noblefl of the cresttion 
buried themfclyoB ( 

There wajTa paflage fo contrivcdf^ that the 
Monks, in cafe of danger, could find an afy- 
lum either at Haftings or Hurftjnolfegcux. 
I will not vouch for the truth of this, thbugh 
there are ftrong probabilites to fupport it; 
in fhort, it appears incredible that . i- (&b-* 
terraneous winding could be carried to fuch 

a length 4; 
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ft, length ; but after the eye has witneiled ^j^Lx 
the laborious prpcefs that formed St. George's .^^ 
(Cave, at Gibraltar, it facilitate; the belief of . 
the fadt here related: befidesj with^li the 
Sally Port at Haftings Caftle, the entrance 
of a vault has been difcovcred (though it i? 
now choked up with rubbifh), and it is well 
^nown that there is a correfpondent paflage 
, at Hurftmonceux ; added to this, a iervant 
of Lady Wcbfter's has aftually penetrated 
to a coniiderable diftance, and could have made 
a further progrefs, but for the impediment^ 
the decay of the roof had thrown in his way* 
Many people have, through curiofity, entered 
this winding; and autoptical knowledge rather 
ilrengthens, than deftroys t|ie credibility of it| % 
exigence* ^^ 

ASHBURNHAM 

. Is about four miles further on, from which 
a vetjr ancient family derives its name. Ber- 
tram de 'Afliburnham wai| Sheriff of Surrey, 
Suflex, and Kent, when the Duke of Nor- 
mandy invaded England : he was alfo Go- 
vernof of Dover X^aftle, and was eixhcrflain 

with 



with Harold in the Battle^ or beheaded by 
the Conqueror afterwards^ for not imme-« 
dktely deliyering the Caftle to him. How-^ 
ever that nxight be^ William looked upon 
the family as his enemies ; and though they 
kept their feat, they appeared not in pub- 
lic for a long time. The firft we find in 
any civil office, is John Afhburnham, who 
was Knight of the Shire for SufTex, and 
Sheriff of Surrey and SufTex in the reigns 
rf Richard II. and Henry IV. His fon and 
grandfon Thomas, held the iame office in 
Edward IV. and Henry VIL's. reign. In 
later times, William Afhbumham was a gen- 
tleman of fingular loyalty to King Charles I« 
being one of the firft who took up arms 
for that Monarch. He was Governor of 
Weymouth, and Major General of the 
King's forces in the Weft ; though, after the 
defeat of the King's party, he was guilty 
of a miftake in conducting his Sovereign to 
Colonel Hammond, Governor of the Ifle of 
Wight, who delivered him into the power 
of the army : his loyalty was never fufpedted 
either by Charles I. or IL who, after his 
reftoration, rewarded him with the place of 

Cofferer. 
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CofFcrer. His eldeft brother. Sir John Afli- 
burnham^ was one of the Grooms of the Bed- 
chamber to Charles L and his fon John was 
treated Lord Aihburhham, 1 William and 
Mary, An. l689i which honour William 
his foni and John his grandfon, both enjoyed- 

Afhburnham Houfe ahd grounds are well 
worth feeing. In the park is a large piece of 
water^ with a bridge over it, and^ in the 
front, a fine hangmg wood 2 the houfe, which 
is well flirnifhed, contains fome very fine 
pictures. The Church is behind the houfe, 
and in it are monuments of Sir William 
Afhburnham and his Lady, daughter of 
Lord Butler, of Herts. The infcription, writ- 
ten by Sir William, fays (he was a great 
lover of, and blefling to his family. Both 
their figures are whole lengths in white mar- 
ble ; her's recumbent, leaning on her hand ; 
his kneeling, in a loofe gown and great 
flowing wig- 
There is another monument of his elder 
brother and two wives, in white marble ; and 

alfo 
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alfo two fine marble ones of the perfons who 
attended King Charles at his executioti. 

In this Church are preferved, in a chefl^ 
and may be feen, the fhirt and drawers 
which King Charles had on when he was 
beheaded ; likewife a watch which he gave 
Mr. Afhburnham, and the fheet which was 
thrown over him after the execution* 

Return through Battle; and about three 
miles from hence, on the right, is 

CROWHURST. 

This Manor belongs to Mr* Pelhami^ 
through whofc park you have a pleafant 
ride. 

Crawhurft, or Crowhurft, was one of the 
many lordfhips pofleffed by Harold, Earl of 
Kent, in the reign of Edward the ConfeiTor, 
as appears by Domefday Book. After the 
conqueft, it was feized by William, who 
gave it, with divers other eftates, to Alan 

Fergant, 
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t'crgaht. Earl of Brittany and Richmdiid^ 
as a reward for his courage and condud at 
the Battle of Haftings. It remained in this 
&mily fome time^ and regularly deicended 
to John, Earl of Brittany and Richaiondi 
the laft male of that &mily> whd gtanted 
to Sir John Devereux, Captain of Calaisj 
iOO marks per annum for life^ to be re- 
ceived out of the r^nts of this and fomc 
other manors in this Rape. He dying With* 
out iflue, his eftates devdved to his fitter 
Joan, then widow of Ralph, Lord BafTet of 
Drayton, who obtained the livery of the 
caftle, county, and honour of Richmond. 

Mn Pelham has a feat in tliis Parki about 
half a mile from which ftands Crowhurft 
Church, and near it, the ruins of a Chapel 
or Oratory, probably built by one of the 
ancient Lords of this manor; but there ia no 
tradition by whom it was ere(3:ed, at wha,t 
time, or for what defigoed. In this Church*^ 
yard is a remarkable large yew*tree, nearly 
twenty feet in circumference. It is hollow^ 
and has a very majeftic appearance. 

From 
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From hence to the Grove HoUfe, the feat 
olFthe late Sir Charles Eversfield, the country 
is delightfully pleafant* Pafs neat Wilton^ 
la ferih-hbufe, lately occupied by Mh Cof- 
fum, of Haftings^ on to Bo-peep> and turn 
to the left^ homck 

The village of Eaft- Bourne is diftant from 
liehcc abbut eighteen miles* It is plea-* 
fantly fituated at the foot of the hills> known 
by the name of the South Dov^ns. At low 
wafcer> a carriage 'may drive nearly all the 
way upon the fands. For a more particukr 
accouiit of that placfc, fee a fniall publicatibh, 
fehtitfed lEaft-Bournc. 

Having already exceeded the limits firft 
prefcribcd for this work, I have only to 
requeft thofe of my readers who prefer the 
Wholefomc invigorating air, and charming 
fccnes of a romantic country, to the fmoke 
Ismd confufion of towns and cities, to range 
the hills round Haftings, and then fay if a 
country more beautifully diverfified, can any 
where be feen. Brighthelmftone has its 
Downs^ and Margate its Wide cXtenfive 

^ fields i 
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fields ; but no {hade, no woods, nor coppice 
to ftielter the fun- burnt wanderer from mid- 
day's fcorching heat ; no hedge-bound path 
wherein to indulge contemplation's folcmn 
mood, where 

•« cv'ry leaf 

** Affords a tale concluding with a moral ; 
** The very hazel has a tongue to teach, 
'• The birch, the maple, horn-beam, beech, and aih.** 

Village Curat£. 

But all is bleak and cheerlefs as the rug- 
ged cliffs which bound their fhores. Ride 
where you will, a dull famenefs palls upon 
the eye ; no variety — nothing to cxpedl be- 
yond the hills in view. 

Change but the fcene; afcend Fairlight 
Down, from whence a thoufand varied tracks 
prefent themfelves to the aftoniflied eye. 
One evening's excurlion to the hop-gardens 
will invite fifty more. Mount the Caftle 
hill, and contemplate the ruins of ancient 
grandeur. In fhort, ftrike which way you 
will, a boundlefs variety of paths, inter- 
fperfed with hills and dales, woods, n]aws, and 
5 cop- 
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coppices, with rivulets meandering through, 
court the lengthened walk. Exercife is the 
fureft road to health. 

** Such is the reward of *' active' ' fober life : 

** Of labour fuch. By health the peafant's toil 

*• Is well repaid ; if cxcrcile were pain 

** Indeed, and temperance pain. By arts like thefe 

** Laconia nurs'd of old her hardy Tons ; 

•* And Rome's unconquer'd legions urg'd their way, 

** Unhurt, through every toil in every clime." 

Armstrong. 





YE^ wbo amid thil fevcri& world would w^r 

A body free of pain^ of cares a mind, 

J^y the rapk city, shup its turbid air ; 

Sreathe not the chaos pf eternal fmoke 

And volatile corruption, from the deady 

The dying, fipk'ning, and the livjng world 

lElxhard, to fully heaveii's tranfparent dome 

With dim mortality. 
•«•«•••••••••••«••■••••••••••.••••.••••■••••••••••••«•••••••••••.•••••«• 

• .•••••••••••••••■>••••••••«•••••••••••••••••••• at*********** •••••••••!•• 

While yet you breathe, away ; the rural wilds 
Ipvite, the mountains pall you, and the vales. 

A|LMSTRONai« 
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TIDE TABLE FOR HASTlNGa 
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High 


Water. 


Low Water. 


l^oon*s Age. 


Hours. 
10 


Minutes. 
48 


Hours. Minutca. 


- ' 1 ' " 

NeW. 
Days^l 


Full. 


5 


16 


U 


36 


5 48 


- 2 


17 


12 


24 


6 36 


3 
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7 24 
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2 





8 12 
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The Tide, if a ftrong Wind, will hold up 
half a'n Hour lonigv. 
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